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creating guaiity housing and communities 

Dec 12,2008 

Tamara Presser 
Regional Water Quality Control Board 
895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101 
San Luis Obispo, CA 9340 1 

RE: Phase I1 MS4 Storm Water Management Plan - City of Grover Beach 

Dear Tamara Presser: 

The Home Builders Association appreciates the opportunity to comment on the City of Grover Beach's Storm Water 
Management Plan (SWMP) published on your web site, with public comment due by Dec. 16,2008. 

Our goal remains to advocate for storm water management plans that achieve the maximum extent practicable for 
handling rainfall cleanly in a practical, achievable, and fiscally and technically feasible manner. We support solid 
science and the flexibility necessary to make sure each situation is treated based on local conditions and realities. 

General Comments and Information Reauests 

City's Efforts to Comply Underestimate Complexity and Workload: The Home Builders Association is 
concerned that Grover Beach, like other local cities, is sincerely interested in meeting the Central Coast Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (CCRWQB) deadlines and goals. Unfortunately, that has led Grover Beach to 
overestimate what it can do in short time period and to underestimate the complex nature of the scientific 
assessments needed to manage stormwater effectively. 

Request Withdrawal of the Interim Hydromodification Criteria Proposed in the Feb. 15 Letter because the 
Proposed Interim Criteria will Negatively Impact RedevelopmentIInfilVSmart Growth Projects: Current land 
planning philosophies, being encouraged and mandated on municipalities and counties, are designed to encourage 
infill development in order to limit the negative environmental impacts of sprawl. The full application of the 
proposed Interim Hydromodification Criteria will make "Smart Growth" and infill strategies infeasible. 

We are concerned that Grover Beach is following the Feb. 15 letter by addressing redevelopment of 5,000 square 
feet and requiring the post-construction hydrograph to match the pre-development hydrograph. We believe this is 
contrary to federal guidelines in the EPA's Stormwater Phase I1 Final Rule. We have not found where the authority 
is granted to go down to this level and believe that one acre is the minimum standard. Where is the authority 
delineated to regulate down to 5,000 square feet? 

Our smart growth concern has been documented in the EPA publication "Using Smart Growth Techniques as 
Stormwater Best Management Practices". A table with the heading "Language Hindering Creation of Joint Smart 
Growth and Stormwater Policies" (emphasis added) lists among those hindrances: 

"Language specifying that post-development hydrology match the pre-development hydrology"; 
"Language requiring that BMPs replicate natural systems or non-structural natural BMPs"; and 
"Impervious coverage limitations" 
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