
TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM:  MEG WILLIAMSON, INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: LIBRARY/CITY HALL SULFUR SPRING – ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW  
 
DATE:  DECEMBER 7, 2004 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider amending an existing contract with Boyle Engineering to 

complete State and Federal environmental review of the sulfur spring. 
 
Facts:                 1.   On May 2004, City Council awarded a contract for $118,270.00 to Boyle Engineering to 

assist the City in mitigating the flow of the geo-thermal spring at the Library/City Hall  
and to provide design drawings for the repair of the parking lot. 

 
2. The initial method of remediation recommended by Geological Solutions and FSB 

Energy included the installation of a vertical casing to capture the flow of the spring 
using artesian pressure.  

 
3. When it was determined that the vertical casing could not produce adequate flow to 

drain the spring, Boyle Engineering was asked to develop a horizontal drainage system 
to supplement or replace the vertical casing that would allow the flow from the spring to 
be captured and the parking lot repaired.  

 
4. On October 14, 2004, staff met with representatives of the State Office of Emergency 

Services (OES). The purpose of the meeting was to update OES as to the status of 
City’s earthquake repair projects and to follow up on payments made and/or 
forthcoming from FEMA and OES for the those projects. 

 
5. Staff informed OES that the design for the horizontal drain system was approximately 

thirty (30) percent complete and would go to bid mid to late December. 
 

6. In view of the pending bid date, OES representatives raised questions regarding types 
and/or levels of environmental review that would be required by the State and FEMA 
prior to completing the design and securing bids.       

 
7. Examples of agencies that will be involved in the review process are, but not limited to: 
 
 Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 California Fish and Game 
 FEMA (who will oversee Federal Agency contacts) 
 
8. In order to complete the review process and secure any necessary permits in the shortest 

amount of time, staff requested  Boyle Engineering provide a cost to complete the 
environmental review process, including the development of up to four disposal 
alternates for consideration by the agencies noted above. 

 
9. Boyle Engineering proposes to retain Padre associates to prepare a mitigated negative 

declaration to comply with CEQA and assist in environmental constraint analysis.   
 
10. The cost of the additional planning and design services is $86,300.00.  

 



Analysis 
and  
Conclusion: The City cannot complete the design for remediation of the sulfur spring and repair of the 

parking lot until it is determined where the flow from the spring is to be directed. At least 
four (4) options have been discussed with OES and FEMA.  

 
  1.   Installing a re-injection well. 
  2.  Installation of an onsite pump and force main, routing the pipe under the               

       railway and Highway 101 to the river. 
  3.   Installation of a 15” gravity drainage pipe routed to the river at 4th Street or 34th  

       Street. 
  4.   Treating the water onsite and discharging it into the City sewer system. 
 
 The environmental assessment would evaluate the options noted above and would result in a 

final recommendation that will comply with State regulatory requirements and FEMA 
regulations thereby allowing the City to complete the project and FEMA to fully fund the 
cost of the remediation.    

  
Policy 
Reference: None 
 
Fiscal Impact: Amendment of the contract to Boyle Engineering for the necessary environmental review 

associated with the disposal of the flow from the sulfur spring would impact the General 
Fund in an amount of $86,300.00. While staff has filed for a Project Worksheet with FEMA 
to cover the cost of mitigating the sulfur spring and repair of the parking lot, there is no 
guarantee as to when or if the cost will be reimbursed. 

 
Options:  

a. Adopt Resolution 04-xx to amending the contract for Boyle Engineering in an amount 
of $86,300.00. 

 
b. Amend, modify, or reject the above options. 

 
Attachments: 
 
1.  Resolution amending the contract to Boyle Engineering 
2.  Boyle’s amended scope of work proposal dated November 24, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 04-  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
AMENDING AN EXISTING CONTRACT WITH BOYLE ENGINEERING FOR DESIGN 
SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH THE REMEDIATION AND REPAIR OF THE SULFUR 

SPRING AT 1000 SPRING STREET TO INCLUDE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW  
CONSISTENT WITH STATE AND FEMA GUIDELINES 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHEREAS,  the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles did enter into a contract for $118,270.00 with 
Boyle Engineering for design services necessary to  mitigate the sulfur spring and repair the parking lot 
located at the Library/City Hall; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that additional environmental review and disposal alternates will be 
required in order to determine a satisfactory means of disposing of the natural flow from the sulfur spring; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined it to be in the best interest of the City to complete the work 
necessary to mitigate the spring to allow repair of the parking lot. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles, that the City 
Manager for the City of Paso Robles is hereby authorized to enter into an amended contract with Boyle 
Engineering in an amount of $86,300.00, for services associated with the environmental review and disposal 
alternates required for the remediation of the spring and repair of the parking lot at the Library/City Hall, as 
outlined in an amended proposal letter from Boyle Engineering, dated November 24, 2004.  
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 7th day of December 
2004 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
 
    
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 












