
 
 
 

        
 

TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Doug Monn, Interim Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Melody Drainage Basin/Park Study 
 
DATE: December 21, 2004 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
NEEDS:  For the City Council to adopt Resolution No. 04-xx appropriating funds to engage Penfield & 

Smith to prepare a Melody Basin/Park technical analysis and design options. 
 
 

FACTS: 1. The Melody Drainage Basin/Park is located between Caddie Lane and Melody Drive, 
surrounded by single family residences (see attached map). 

 
2. On May 4, 2004 the City Council reviewed the use and maintenance status of the Melody 

Basin/Park and heard testimony from the surrounding neighborhood.   That evening, the 
Council directed staff to develop a scope of work for a study to evaluate the existing 
conditions of the basin/park and to identify use and improvement options, as well as 
associated costs for implementing those options.       

 
3. The Council directed that the work scope be placed on the August 3, 2004 agenda, and also 

appointed a Council ad hoc committee to assist in the review and content of the basin/park 
work scope.   

 
4. The completed work scope requires a combination of technical studies and design steps to 

assess conditions and use options for the facility.  Contributing to the draft document were 
staff members from Community Development (Engineering), Police, Public Works (Streets, 
Parks and Capital Projects) and the City Manager’s Office.    

 
5. The Council ad hoc committee (Councilman Nemeth and Mayor Mecham) met on July 7, 

2004 to review the draft scope of work and confirmed the scope to be the appropriate next 
step in exploring the conditions and options for the Melody basin/park.  

 
6. A copy of the draft RFP was sent to neighboring property owners in the Country Club 

Annex development (Caddie Lane) and to property owners who are adjacent on the Melody 
Drive side of the basin/park.   

  
 
ANALYSIS 
AND 
CONCLUSION:   The Request for Proposal was issued to 25 firms. Penfield & Smith was the only firm to 

submit a Proposal (see attached). 
 
  On November 9, 2004 the Ad Hoc Committee reviewed the proposal from Penfield & 

Smith and determined that it was adequate. 
 
  The Ad Hoc Committee directed staff to present the Scope of Work and Fee Proposal in the 

amount of $20,900 to the full Council for approval and budget appropriation. 
 
 
POLICY 
REFERENCE: Melody Area Development Conditions 
 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: The study would need to be funded from the General Fund. For this initial phase, it is 

recommended that $25,000 be appropriated from General Fund Reserves ($20,900 to cover the 
study cost, with contingency of $4,100). 



 
The passage of Proposition 1A, the City’s General Fund benefited significantly.  The revised 
General Fund projections for fiscal year 2005 reduced the deficit to $(345,200) for the current 
fiscal year. 
 
Since July 1, 2004, the Council has approved the following additional General Fund budget 
appropriations: 
 

 General Fund 2005 Deficit  $345,200 
 Approved Carry-over Requests  747,700 
 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan  52,000 
 Utility Billing Software Upgrade  9,000 
 FEMA Consultant   100,000 
 Geo Thermo Study     17,300 
 Melody Basin/Park     25,000 
  
 Total YTD     $1,296,200 
 

The projected deficit will be paid from General Fund savings (reserves).  There are sufficient 
resources in reserves to cover the deficit. 
 
In addition to the above approved budget appropriations, the Council has authorized future 
reimbursable work that will reduce General Fund cash resources.  These contracts are identified 
as follows: 
 

 Rehab Design for Carnegie Library  $191,130 
 Repairs to Senior Center  49,740 
 Repairs to Veterans Center  15,653 
 Repairs to Centennial Park Admin Bldg  58,114 
 Repairs to Centennial Park Gym  35,700 
 Repairs to City Hall/Library  138,598 
 PSR Airport Road/Hwy 46 East  280,000 
 Chandler Ranch Specific Plan  30,000 
 Repairs to City Hall/Library Parking Lot     47,480 
   $846,415 
 
 It is expected that most, if not all, of these costs will be reimbursed.   However, some costs may 

take many years to recoup, impacting the availability of General Fund cash resources in the short 
term.    

 
 
OPTIONS: a. Consider adopting Resolution No. 04-xx to: 
   
 1) Appropriate $25,000 to Budget Account No. 100-310-5224-769 for the Melody 

Basin/Park Study; and 
 
 2) Authorize the City Manager to enter an Agreement with Penfield & Smith in the 

amount of $20,900 in accordance with the attached Scope of Work and Fee Proposal. 
 
 b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 
 
 
 
Attachments (2) 

1) Resolution 
2) Scope of Work and Fee Proposal 



RESOLUTION NO. 04-xx 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR THE MELODY BASIN/PARK STUDY AND AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER A CONTRACT WITH PENFIELD AND SMITH 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Melody Basin/Park was originally designed in 1977 to accommodate storm water run-off; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, through the years the basin became a drainage basin and an open space neighborhood park; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the physical condition of the park/basin continues to be a source of neighborhood concern; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, in response to their concerns, the City Council directed staff to engage the services of a 
consultant to analyze the conditions and use options for the basin/park. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby approve a one time budget 
appropriation of $25,000 from General Fund Reserves to Budget Account No. 100-310-5224-769. 
 
SECTION 2.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby authorize the City Manager to 
enter a contract with Penfield & Smith in the amount of $20,900 to perform the study in accordance with 
the attached Scope of Work and Fee Proposal. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 21st day of December 2004 
by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
    
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 
























