
 

TO: JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER  
 
FROM: ROBERT A. LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

 
SUBJECT:  DETERMINATION OF HISTORIC OR ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
   OF AN EXISTING HOTEL ANNEX STRUCTURE  AT 1103 SPRING STREET AND A 

REQUEST TO PROCESS A PENDING DEMOLITION PERMIT APPLICATION 
(PASO ROBLES INN; MARTIN RESORTS, INC.)  

 
DATE:  FEBRUARY 3, 2004 

 
 

 
Needs: For the City Council to consider making a determination as to the historic or architectural 

significance or non-significance of an earthquake damaged hotel annex structure located at 
1103 Spring Street. The subject building is a part of the Paso Robles Inn. 

 
Facts: 1. A request to demolish a 20-unit hotel building has been filed with the City. The subject 

building was severely damaged as a result of the December 22, 2003 earthquake.   
 
 2. The building is situated on the northeast corner of the Paso Robles Inn property, 

adjacent to the service station that occupies the southwest corner of Spring and 12th 
Streets.  

 
3. The building proposed for demolition is not listed in either the City Inventory of 

Historic Resources or the State of California Historic Properties Directory.  
 

4. Per Chapter 17.16 (Demolition of Buildings and Structures) of the Zoning Ordinance, the 
City Council is being asked to make a determination as to whether or not the building is of 
historic or architectural significance. 

 
5. This application is Categorically Exempt from environmental review per Section 15302 of 

the State’s Guidelines to Implement the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).   
 

6. Section 1716.030 of the Municipal Code includes a requirement for the applicant for a 
Demolition Permit to provide specific information regarding the method of 
demolition. The applicant had not provided this information as a part of their request 
and has been advised that the information needs to be presented to the City Council 
with their request. Whatever information is received it will be distributed under 
separate cover. 

 
Analysis 
And 
Conclusions: The Council has the discretion to make a final determination as to the subject building’s 

historic or architectural significance or non significance prior to the processing of the 
demolition permit. The evaluation/determination of significance is to be based on Federal, 
State, or local criteria.  Since the subject building is not listed in the City Historic Resources 
Survey or the State’s Directory of Historic Properties, the only issue would seem to be one 
of architectural significance. 
 



Based on discussions with the property owner, it is understood that a replacement structure 
containing new hotel rooms will be proposed and that the architecture will be consistent 
with or complementary to the balance of the Paso Robles Inn.  
 
In conclusion, there would seem to be grounds to conclude that demolition of the subject 
building would not impact a historic resource, and through the Planned Development 
process the City can insure that the architecture of the replacement is appropriate. 
 

Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles General Plan, Paso Robles Zoning Ordinance, Title 17 (Building and 

Construction) of Paso Robles Municipal Code relating to demolition of buildings or structures 
Fiscal 
Impact:  None. 
 
Options: After considering the information and analysis presented and the public testimony received, the 

City Council will be asked to select one of the following options: 
 

a. Determine (1) that this application is Categorically Exempt from environmental review per 
Section 15302 of the State’s Guidelines to Implement the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA and (2)  that the existing building is not a historic resource. Based on 
the foregoing, direct that the demolition permit application be processed based on the 
property owner’s intent to provide a replacement structure containing new hotel rooms 
that will be consistent with or complementary to the balance of the Paso Robles Inn 
and also the City’s ability to require an appropriate architectural treatment through the 
Planned Development process.  

 
b.   Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Application for Demolition and related materials 
2. Municipal Code Excerpt 
 












