
 
 
TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: ROBERT A. LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST TO REMOVE ONE OAK TREE - TRACT 2609  

(HARROD BUILDERS) 
 
DATE: NOVEMBER 16, 2004 
 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider a request to remove one 31-inch diameter 

Blue Oak Tree.  
 

Facts:             1. Harrod Development has submitted a Tract Map to subdivide an 8.5 acre 
parcel into 20 lots for single family residential development.  

 
2. The oak tree proposed for removal is located in the path of the new street 

that would be created within the subdivision. See attached copy of the 
tentative subdivision map. 

 
3. An Arborist Report was submitted by Steve Alvarez of A&T Arborist, 

indicating that the tree needed to be removed as a result of the new road 
(Cool Valley Road) that is proposed to be constructed. The condition of 
the tree was not clearly stated. At the request of Staff, A&T submitted an 
addendum to the Arborist Report which included additional information on 
the health of the tree as well as photos of the tree. The conclusion of the 
addendum is that the tree is in “poor condition”. 

 
4. It was recommended that the applicant hire a second Arborist to get 

another opinion on the tree. Harrod Builders hired Carolyn Leach 
Consulting to analyze the tree and give a recommendation of its condition 
(see copy of report attached). Carolyn Leach concluded that “although the 
tree has good vigor, there are significant structural problems that are easily 
seen.” The report went on to say that the “potential for limb failure and 
whole trunk failure is obviously high in this tree. This is not a good 
candidate for preservation.” Carolyn Leach indicated that removing the tree 
as requested by the applicant is a prudent measure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Analysis 
And Conclusion: As indicated by both Arborists, the 31-inch Blue Oak Tree is not in 

good condition. The Carolyn Leach Report provided specific 
information that the tree is not in good health and concluded that the 
tree is not a good candidate for preservation. 

 
The project is scheduled to go before the Planning Commission on 
November 23, 2004. If the tree is not permitted to be removed, the 
subdivision will need to be redesigned around the tree. 

 
Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 

 
Options: A.  Adopt Resolution No. 04-xx approving the oak tree removal request 

based on the tree having significant structural problems including the 
high potential for limb and whole trunk failure, and require replacement 
ratio of five (5) 1.5-inch diameter Blue Oak trees (or other combination 
of larger diameter trees totaling 7.5 inches) to be planted in a location 
that is appropriate for the species of tree as determined by a horticulture 
professional (e.g. Blue Oaks should be planted in arid environment).  

  
B. Amend, modify or reject the above options. 

 
Attachments:  

1. Vicinity Map 
2. Tentative Tract Map indicating oak tree locations 
3. Arborist Report – A&T, dated May 10, 2004 
4. Revised Report with photos – A&T, dated June 16, 2004 
5. Arborist Report – Carolyn Leach Consulting, dated September 10, 2004 
6. Resolution to Approve      
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RESOLUTION NO. 04- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF ONE OAK TREE WITHIN TRACT 2609 

(HARROD BUILDERS) 
  
 
WHEREAS, the City has received an application submitted by North Coast Engineering, on behalf of 
Mike Harrod, to remove one (1) Blue Oak tree (the tree has a diameter of 31-inches) located on the  
8.5-acre site on the north side of Meadowlark Road, between Beechwood and Oriole (Giacommazi 
Property); and 
 
WHEREAS, the removal of the tree is in conjunction with Tentative Tract 2609, an application to 
subdivide the property into twenty (20) single family residential lots; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed design of the subdivision would call for the street (an extension of Cool 
Valley Rd.) to be placed in an alignment that would necessitate the removal of the oak tree; and 
 
WHEREAS, Steve Alvarez of A&T Consulting Arborists has prepared an Arborist Report, dated  
May 10, 2004, which recommends removal of the tree based on the request for the road improvements, 
and;  
 
WHEREAS, Carolyn Leach of Carolyn Leach Consulting provided additional information on September 
10, 2004, regarding the condition of the tree, where she concluded that the tree has a high potential of 
limb failure and whole trunk failure, and concluding that the tree is not a good candidate for preservation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does 
hereby: 
 
1. Authorize the removal of one (1) 31-inch Blue Oak tree within Tentative Tract 2609; 
 
2. Require the applicant to plant five (5) 1.5-inch diameter Blue Oak trees within the tract. The 

replacement trees need to be planted in a location that is appropriate for the species of tree as 
determined by a horticulture professional (e.g. Blue Oaks should be planted in arid 
environment). 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 16th day of 
November 2004 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

____________________________________ 
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 


