
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Bob Lata, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Downtown Alley Closure – 801 12th Street (Mastagni) 
 
DATE: November 16, 2004 
 
 
Needs: That the City Council authorize the closure of the portion of the alley located 

behind 801 12th Street for ten weeks; beginning Monday, November 22, 2004 
and opening again on Monday, January 24, 2005. 
 

Facts: 1. The Public Works Department has received a formal request from J. W. 
 Design and Construction to close the alley located behind 801 12th Street, 
 for a 10-week period beginning November 22, 2004. 

 
2. The request for the alley closure is made for the safe excavation for building 

foundations and underground utilities. 
 
3. A grading permit for the subject property was issued on October 29, 2004.   

 
Analysis 
   and 
Conclusion Construction Activities 
 

The construction activities planned for 801 12th Street will impact the alley 
directly to the north.  A significant excavation will be required to prepare the soil 
to support the new three-story building proposed for 801 12th Street.  Shoring 
will be installed for the protection of the crews working in the excavation.  
Automobile traffic in the adjacent alley could affect the integrity of the adjacent 
shoring. 
 
Once the below ground masonry work is complete, access by construction 
equipment will be necessary to backfill behind the walls. 
 
Excavations for underground utilities including sewer and water connections will 
also be made in the alley. 

 
 In order to safely excavate for foundations, provide access for equipment and 

excavate for utility trenches, it will be necessary to close the alley for an extended 
period of time. 
 
 
 
 
 



Downtown Traffic Circulation 
 
The alley proposed for closure is signed one-way, east to west.  It can be entered 
from Pine Street and currently exits to Park Street.  There is another one-way 
alley connection which exits north to 13th Street.  The resulting effect of the 
proposed closure will be a one-way, elbow shaped alley, which will be entered 
from Pine Street and exited to 13th Street.  All businesses using the alley for 
service or access to parking will continue to be accessible from these alleys. 
 
Additional signs will be placed during the closure period to provide notice to 
those who use the alleys regularly and to those navigating these alleys for the first 
time.  
 

 Notifications  
 
 Staff has developed a formal process to handle street and alley closures to ensure 

that notifications are made to all of those concerned.  When a street closure is 
proposed for a high traffic street resulting in considerable inconvenience to the 
public, staff will present the request to the City Council for consideration.  These 
criteria most certainly apply in this case. 

 
 
 Upon approval of the Street Closure request; Police, Emergency Services and all 

affected City staff will be notified of the details.  A press release will be made and 
the closure request will be posted on the City web site.  These notifications are 
made for all street closures. 

 
 
Policy 
Reference: The work proposed will require an encroachment permit from the Public Works 

Department and authorization from the City Engineer to close the alley north of 
801 12th Street as requested. 

 
Fiscal 
Impact: None  

 
 

Options: That the City Council consider the following option: 
 

a. Authorize the issuance of an encroachment permit by the Public Works 
Department and authorize the City Engineer to approve the request for 
closure of the portion of the alley north of 801 12th Street. 

 
b. That the City Council amend, modify or reject the above option. 

 
Attachments: (2) 

1. Vicinity Map 
2. Street Closure Application and Letter of Request 








