
 
 
 

        
 

TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Meg Williamson, Assistant to the City Manager  
 
SUBJECT: Abandonment of Interest in Expired Billboard Lease 
 
DATE:  October 5, 2004 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider formally abandoning interest in a lease that has expired for the use 

of a billboard currently used by the Chamber of Commerce.  
 
FACTS:   

1. In December of 1958, the City entered into a 10 year lease with a private property 
owner to establish a billboard on the north side of Highway 46 East, just west of Old 
Paso Robles Boulevard.  

 
2. The term of the lease expired in 1968, but until terminated in writing, the framework of 

the lease still remains and “clouds the title” of the underlying private property. 
 

3. Subsequent to the expiration of the City’s lease term, the Chamber of Commerce 
entered into an independent lease (currently with Mr. Richard Woodland) for the 
continued use of the billboard.   

 
4. In the attached letter, dated September 2, 2004, Mr. Woodland’s agent is requesting that 

the City formally abandon their interest in the expired lease to clear title on the property 
to be conveyed to a new owner. 

 
5. The Chamber of Commerce has confirmed that their independent lease for continued 

use of the billboard on this site is not jeopardized or affected if the City were to 
abandon their lease.  

  
 
ANALYSIS 
AND 
CONCLUSION: The City did not keep the lease active after 1968 for the billboard on this property.  The 

Chamber of Commerce has since taken over responsibility for the billboard and has an 
independent lease that is not affected by the City’s interest in the antiquated 1958 lease.  There 
appears no reason for the City to retain interest in the lease.  Abandonment of City interest 
would seem appropriate.   

POLICY 
REFERENCE: None. 
 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT:  None. 
 
 
OPTIONS: A. Adopt Resolution No. 04-xx terminating the City’s interest in the 1958 lease of property 

for the purpose of a billboard sign.  
 
   B. Amend, modify or reject the above option. 
 
 
Attachments:  (2) 

1) Resolution  
2) Letter dated September 7, 2004 from John Goldsmith 



RESOLUTION NO. 04- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
TERMINATING THE CITY’S INTEREST IN A 1958 LEASE OF PROPERTY  

FOR THE PURPOSE OF A BILLBOARD SIGN 
 
 
WHEREAS, in December 1958, the City entered into a 10 year lease with a private property owner to 
establish a billboard on the north side of Highway 46 East, just west of Old Paso Robles Boulevard; and  
 
WHEREAS, the terms of the lease expired in 1968, but until terminated in writing, the framework of the 
lease still remains in effect and “clouds the title” of the underlying property; and  
 
WHEREAS, the billboard still remains on the subject private property, but is under an independent lease 
between the Paso Robles Chamber of Commerce and the current property owner; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City has no remaining public interest in the lease and/or maintenance of the billboard; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Chamber of Commerce has confirmed that their independent lease for continued use of 
the billboard on this site is not jeopardized or affected if the City were to abandon interest in the 
antiquated lease.  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby terminate the City’s 
interest in the 1958 lease of property for the purpose of a billboard sign.  
 
SECTION 2.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby direct the City Manager to 
notify the current property owner, Richard Woodland, of said intent to terminate such interest.  
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 5th day of October 2004 
by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
 
    
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 








