
TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: JOHN FALKENSTIEN, ACTING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: OTR 05-008 - REQUEST TO REMOVE TWO OAK TREES 

(CARDINALE/MORRIS) 
 
DATE: JANUARY 17, 2006 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider a request by Joe Cardinale and Dick Morris, to 

remove two oak trees on the property located on the south side of 4th Street, 
just west of Oak Street (see attached Vicinity Map, Attachment 1).   
 

Facts:             1. An arborist report has been prepared by Jim Lewis of Davey Resource 
Group identifying the characteristics and the health of each tree as follows: 
 
Tree A: 3Xstem 14-inch, 12-inch, 6-inch Blue Oak – “This tree is showing 
advanced stages of rot and decay, the major portion of its crown containing mostly dead 
branches. I estimate this tree to be approximately 70-percent in decline.” 

 
Tree B: 24-inch Blue Oak – “I found this tree to be in decline, several of the major 
branches in the crown showing evidence of rot and decay. I also found signs of epicormic 
branching. I estimate the tree to be approximately 50 to 60 percent in decline.” 

  
Jim Lewis’s Arborist Report is attached to this staff report as Attachment 6. 

 
2. Trees C & D are not proposed to be removed and will be preserved. 

Photos of all four trees are attached as Attachment 4. Trees A & B are 
marked with a red band out in the field. 

 
3. The request for the tree removals is in relation to proposed development of 

the 28,500 square foot R2 zoned site. The site currently consists of three 
existing parcels oriented in an east/west manner. The applicants have 
submitted Lot Line Adjustment 04-0181 requesting to orient the lots in a 
north/south direction (See attached Lot Line Adjustment, Attachment 3). 

 
4. The purpose and intent of the Oak Tree Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 

10.01.010.F.) states that “preservation of existing oak trees and 
opportunities to promote the establishment of new oak trees shall be the 
focus of the Planning Commission and/or City Council in conjunction with 
consideration of any development project or development related 
entitlement.” 

 



5. Staff has been unable to make findings to approve the Lot Line Adjustment 
since the proposed homes would impact the oak trees on proposed Lots 2 
and 3 (Trees A & B). 

 
6. Since the request to remove the two oak trees is presented in relation to 

proposed future development, staff contracted with a Consulting Arborist 
(paid for by the applicant) for a second opinion on the health of the trees. 

 
7. Carolyn Leach, Certified Arborist, reviewed the proposed tree removal 

application and disagreed with the report from Jim Lewis regarding the 
condition of the trees, concluding that trees A and B are in good health and 
worth preserving. See attached report from Carolyn Leach, Attachment 5. 

 
Analysis 
And Conclusion: As stated in Mr. Cardinale’s letter received by the City on November 

22, 2005, his goal is to re-align the three existing lots in a manner that 
orients the lots to front onto 4th Street. 
 
In conjunction with the Lot Line Adjustment request and intended 
development of the property, an Arborist Report was submitted that 
recommends the removal of Trees A & B, based on the trees being in 
poor health, beyond correction. 
 
Since the removal of the trees is requested to provide additional area 
for development, Staff requested a second opinion of the health of the 
trees.  
 
Carolyn Leach reviewed the trees and concluded that Trees A & B are 
in good health and should be preserved. 
 
A lot line adjustment will not be approved where a newly created lot 
would necessitate the removal of an oak in order to build. 
 
If the oaks are approved to be removed, the applicants would submit 
for building plans for homes on each lot. If the trees are not allowed 
to be removed, alternative site development will need to be explored. 
 

Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 

 
 
 
 



Options: A.  Adopt Resolution No. 06-xx denying the request to remove the two oak 
trees, based on the report by Carolyn Leach concluding that trees A & B 
are in good condition, and require the applicants to preserve the trees 
and develop the property in a manner that would be consistent the City’s 
Oak Tree Ordinance and not impact the oak trees on site. 

 
B. Amend, modify or reject the above options. 

 
 
Attachments:  

1. Vicinity Map/Tree Location map 
2. Letter from Joe Cardinale 
3. Photos of the trees 
4. Carolyn Leach Arborist Report 
5. Jim Lewis Arborist Report 
6. Resolution to deny the request to remove the trees 
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