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FROM:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

Needs:

Facts:

JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER

JOHN FALKENSTIEN, ACTING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR

OTR 05-008 - REQUEST TO REMOVE TWO OAK TREES
(CARDINALE/MORRIYS)

JANUARY 17, 2006

For the City Council to consider a request by Joe Cardinale and Dick Morris, to
remove two oak trees on the property located on the south side of 4™ Street,
just west of Oak Street (see attached Vicinity Map, Attachment 1).

1.

An arborist report has been prepared by Jim Lewis of Davey Resource
Group identifying the characteristics and the health of each tree as follows:

Tree A: 3Xstem 14-inch, 12-inch, 6-inch Blue Oak — “This tree is showing
advanced stages of rot and decay, the major portion of its crown containing mostly dead
branches. | estimate this tree to be approximately 70-percent in decline.”

Tree B: 24-inch Blue Oak — “I found this tree to be in decline, several of the major
branches in the crown showing evidence of rot and decay. I also found signs of epicormic
branching. I estimate the tree to be approximately 50 to 60 percent in decline.”

Jim Lewis’s Arborist Report is attached to this staff report as Attachment 6.

Trees C & D are not proposed to be removed and will be preserved.
Photos of all four trees are attached as Attachment 4. Trees A & B are
marked with a red band out in the field.

The request for the tree removals is in relation to proposed development of
the 28,500 square foot R2 zoned site. The site currently consists of three
existing parcels oriented in an east/west manner. The applicants have
submitted Lot Line Adjustment 04-0181 requesting to orient the lots in a
north/south direction (See attached Lot Line Adjustment, Attachment 3).

The purpose and intent of the Oak Tree Preservation Ordinance (Chapter
10.01.010.F.) states that “preservation of existing oak trees and
opportunities to promote the establishment of new oak trees shall be the
focus of the Planning Commission and/or City Council in conjunction with
consideration of any development project or development related
entitlement.”



Analysis

5. Staff has been unable to make findings to approve the Lot Line Adjustment
since the proposed homes would impact the oak trees on proposed Lots 2
and 3 (Trees A & B).

6. Since the request to remove the two oak trees is presented in relation to
proposed future development, staff contracted with a Consulting Arborist
(paid for by the applicant) for a second opinion on the health of the trees.

7. Carolyn Leach, Certified Arborist, reviewed the proposed tree removal
application and disagreed with the report from Jim Lewis regarding the
condition of the trees, concluding that trees A and B are in good health and
worth preserving. See attached report from Carolyn Leach, Attachment 5.

And Conclusion:

Policy
Reference:

Fiscal
Impact:

As stated in Mr. Cardinale’s letter received by the City on November
22, 2005, his goal is to re-align the three existing lots in a manner that
orients the lots to front onto 4™ Street.

In conjunction with the Lot Line Adjustment request and intended
development of the property, an Arborist Report was submitted that
recommends the removal of Trees A & B, based on the trees being in
poor health, beyond correction.

Since the removal of the trees is requested to provide additional area
for development, Staff requested a second opinion of the health of the
trees.

Carolyn Leach reviewed the trees and concluded that Trees A & B are
in good health and should be preserved.

A lot line adjustment will not be approved where a newly created lot
would necessitate the removal of an oak in order to build.

If the oaks are approved to be removed, the applicants would submit
for building plans for homes on each lot. If the trees are not allowed
to be removed, alternative site development will need to be explored.

Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01

None.



Options: A Adopt Resolution No. 06-xx denying the request to remove the two oak
trees, based on the report by Carolyn Leach concluding that trees A & B
are in good condition, and require the applicants to preserve the trees
and develop the property in a manner that would be consistent the City’s
Oak Tree Ordinance and not impact the oak trees on site.

B.  Amend, modify or reject the above options.

Attachments:

Vicinity Map/Tree Location map

Letter from Joe Cardinale

Photos of the trees

Carolyn Leach Arborist Report

Jim Lewis Arborist Report

Resolution to deny the request to remove the trees
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By C. Leach
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Limiting Conditions:

All frees should be aerially inspected and pruned to remove dead wood, broken
limbs, and hazardous conditions. Future inspections and pruning maintenance,
at least every three years, is recommended for all trees on this site.

Information in this report covers only the trees examined and reflects the
conditions of the trees at the time of inspection. There is no warranty, either
express or implied, that the subject trees will not develop problems or
deficiencies in the future. Sources of information used in this report are accepted
as standard resources, however, the author cannot guarantee the accuracy of
information provided by others. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does
not imply the right of publication or use for any purpose by any other than the
person to whom it is addressed, without the prior written consent of the
consultant. Loss or alteration of this report invalidates the entire report. The
inspection is limited to visual examination of tree location, as viewed from the
ground, without dissection, excavation, probing or coring. No review of tree
structural conditions or hazard potential has been provided.

Dated:

Signed:

Carolyn Leach
Registered Consulting Arborist #368




A Division of The Davey Tree Expert Company

Toll Free 1+800*966+2021

FAX: 9253716011

6824 Aldea Avenue
Van Huys, CA 91406
B1Be705+8122

FAX: 818+705+1913

1034 W. Arrow Highway
Suite D188
San Dimas, CA 91773
Toll Free 1=800+6487337

FAX: 909+502+2165

713 West Elwood Drive
{ %

_,}? Boise, [daho 83706
208+338+0920

FAX: 208+338+0496

Corporate Headquarters
_ 1500 North Mantua Street INSPECTION OF OAKS ON VACANT PARCEL OF LAND
R0, Box 5193 APN 009-256-008 IN THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES
40-51
Kent, Bhio 44240-5193 For
330467349511
Toll Free 1+800+445+TREE Dick Morris
FAX: 330+673+5408 Paso Robles, California
2615 S. Vasco Road
Prepared for:
,‘..\l:Ivermure, CA 34550
L) esearienee Dick Morris, Developer

(ReMax) 711 12 Street
Paso Robles, Ca. 93446

And

John McCarthy, Civil Engineer
McCarthy Engineering
737 Orchard Drive
Paso Robles, Ca 93446

* Prepared by:

Davey Resource Group
Jim Lewis, Consulting Arborist
4580 Coachman Way
Orcutt, Ca. 93455

November 10, 2003
uojsiNg Buiuupid

0002 0 T NVP
$9]C10y Osbd




Fe "

INSPECTION OF OAKS ON VACANT PARCEL OF LAND
APN 009-256-008 IN THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES

For

Dick Morris
Paso Robles, California

Prepared for:

Dick Morris, Developer
(ReMax) 711 12™ Street
Paso Robles, Ca. 93446

And

John McCarthy, Civil Engimeer
McCarthy Engineering
737 Orchard Drive

Paso Robles, Ca 93446

Prepared by:

Davey Resource Group
Jim Lewis, Consulting Arborist
4580 Coachman Way
~ Orcutt, Ca. 93455
November 10, 2003




TABLE OF CONTENTS

SUBJECT PAGE
Purpose and IHENt....oeeeeeeceesrinsn sttt 1
ODSETVALIOMIS. e cuvverrrrmessrasncaaseeramsosnnssnrssrcresasassasnmsnnsass 2-3
Analysis and TeStNZ. ...c.ccereereerieremsissinnninsnssmssasnseeoees 4
DSCUSSIONL - on v vecreensreesereeeersmemesnmessnsararssanessstassnnransassss 4
Conc'lusion.....; .............................................................. 4
RecommendatiOns. . ... aceereeermrrsssassstasesseesmssssrnssassanaas 5

Appendix




The purpose of this report is to inspect the Oaks on the vacant parcel of land (APN 009-256-008)
located at the corner Oak street and 3™ Ave., (Bounded on the North by 4% Ave and the South by
3% Ave.) The intent of the inspection is to conclude what is best for the Oaks in regards to the
City of Paso Robles’ “Oak Tree Preservation Plan™ and how the Oaks should be dealt with during
the development of the parcel for the betterment of public interest and welfare, and to meet the

needs of the Preservation plan.
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OBSERVATIONS

Site Description

In general, the parcel length runs North and South, and the width, East and West. The south end
of'the property is sloping with a North aspect. The North end of the property is also sloping but
with a South aspect. The center of the -property is the low area bounded by the North and South
slopes. This low area is considered the flood zope running East to West beginning and continuing
beyond the parcels East and West boundaries,

It appears that the property, as a vacant lot, has been used, in the past, as a “playground” by the
local commumity. There are signs of injury to some of the Oaks as a result of this unauthorized
use, sigos nailed to trees, broken limbs, debris (tires, stove tops, wood, fencing) dumped near the
base of a couple of the Qaks.

There are many volunteer Oak seedlings near and around the various Ozks on the parcel of land.

The Qaks

There are a total of five Oaks on the parcel that fall under the city of Paso Robles’ Oak Tree
Preservation Plan. Two Blue Oaks, two Coast Live Ouaks, one Valley Qak. The trees are
numbered as indicated on the attached map. ,

D - Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia)
C - Valley Oak (Quercus lobata)

A - Blue Oak (Quercus douglasi)

B - Blue Oak (Quercus douglasi)

After close inspection of the site, both on September 15 » 2003 and again on November 6%, 2003, I
came to the following conclusion regarding the state of health and vigor of the five Oaks on site.
With the exception of one Oak, the health of the other Oaks are i varying stages of decline,
ranging from 50% to 90% decline.
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Tree P«(Quercus lobata) 2X stem, 26" DBH each, 60' ht., located in the center of the property in
the flood zone (see attached map). I fornd this tree to be in decline. I observed that rot and
decay have found their way into many of the tree’s major lateral branches. There is also evidence
of mechanical injury cansed by human activity in and around the tree. The overall condition of
this tree is 40% to 50% in decline. Not proposed for removal

Tree C~(Quercus lobata) 38" DBH, 70" ht., located just above the flood zone on the North slope
at the West boundary of the property, (see attached map). I found this tree to be in very heavy
decline. I observed a great deal of rot and decay in all of the major laterals of the canopy. I also
found there to be decay at the base of the tree creating a void completely through the base. I feel
the overall condition of this tree to be 80% to 90% in decline. Not proposed for removal

Tree A~(Quercus douglasi) 24" DBH, 50' ht., located on the North slope, several feet above the
flood zone on the East boundary (see attached map). I found this tree to be in decline, several of
the major branches in the crown showing evidence of rot and decay. I also found signs of
epicormic branching. I estimate this tree to be in approximately 50% to 60% decline.

Tree B~(Quercus douglasi) 3X stem 14", 12", 6" DBH, 30' hi., located on the North slope several
feet above the flood zone and approximately 30' from the East property boundary. This iree is
showing advanced stages of rot and decay, the major portion of its crown containing mostly dead
branches. I estimate this tree to be approximately 70% in decline.
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ANALYSIS and TESTING

Since no samples of rot and decay were collected at the site and forwarded to a testing laboratory
for analysis, and since no tests with other instruments were administered, the specific type of
decay canpot be specifically identified nor can the exact extent of decay be determined. All
estimates of approximate % of decline and extent of decay were concluded from visual
observation of % of dead lateral branches, smaller branches, leaves in the crown and the presence
of decay on the boles. The per cent refers to the un-healthy portion of the tree.

DISCUSSION

From my observations, I feel that the history of use on this lot (human activity), the age of the
trees, lack of professional care for the trees, all contribute to the present condition of health of the

existing trees.

CONCLUSION

The general state of health of the trees on this parcel leads me to believe that with some of the
trees there is no corrective pruning that can be done to improve the natural damage done to the
trees in order to improve their long term health and vigor. There is one Oak I believe would
benefit from corrective pruning to improve the structure and overall health of the tree.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

- Tree [>.. Since this tree is placed in a position so as not to impact or be impacted by the
development of this parcel and though this tree is in decline, I suggest it remain in place as is and
no pruning be done. To protect the eritical root zone, T do recommend fencing be installed
around this tree describing a 30’ radius circle with the tree at the center of the circle. This tree
would be a valuable seed source of volunteer seedlings in the future.

Tree C.. This tree is in a stage of advanced decline and poses a hazard as it stands today. I
recormnend for the safety of people and structure, that this tree be removed before development
begins. Applicants not proposing to remove at this time.

Tree A, This tree is in a moderate stage of decline, becaunse of its location and health, it would -
pose a hazard to both people and structure and pruning would not enhance its’ longevity, I
therefore recommend this tree be removed.

Tree B. This tree is in an advanced stage of decline. Because of its’ location it would pose a
hazard fo both people and structure. I recommend this tree be removed.

I recomnmend that all tree work be done under the supervision of an ISA Certified Arborist and
that all work conform to ISA standards.
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