
 

 
 
 

TO:        James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM:     Meg Williamson, Assistant City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:    Stewardship Council Collaboration Grant – Partnership Support of Application 
 
DATE:       March 4, 2008 
 
Needs: For the City Council to partner with the Paso Robles School District, the Resource 

Conservation District (RCD) and the Resource Conservation & Development Council 
(RC&D) in filing a Grant Application for enhancement of educational opportunities 
related to restoration and conservation.  

 
Facts &              1.          The City has previously partnered successfully with the Upper Salinas Las Tablas  
Background:                   Resource Conservation District (RCD) on both the Salinas River Parkway Trail  
   Project and the Salinas River Parkway Acquisition and Restoration Grant.   
 

2. The RCD recently approached the City with a proposal to partner with them again, 
along with Liberty High School and the Resource Conservation & Development 
Council, to pursue a private grant from the Stewardship Council.  

 
3. The Stewardship Council is a private non-profit foundation whose mission is to 

foster conservation and preservation of environmental and cultural resources.  The 
Stewardship Council has provided over $30 million in funding to programs that 
provide outdoor opportunities for underserved youth and the enhancement of parks 
and recreation areas.   

 
4. The grant category proposed to be pursued is a “Collaboration Grant” where the 

key qualifying component is to have a multi-organizational team working towards 
resolution of common concerns.  

 
5. The purpose of the grant would be to create an educational curriculum oriented 

towards outdoor interactive recreation and learning, while accomplishing riparian 
restoration work in the process.  (See attached memo from the RCD dated February 
26, 2008 for full description). 

 
6. The RCD would be the lead in making application for and administering the grant 

if it were successfully awarded.  The City would not be the grant recipient or grant 
administrator.   

 
7. The City’s partnership role in this grant would be to:  a) provide the property 

locations on which outdoor teaching and restoration projects could occur; b) 
provide staff resources to assist in scope development; c) provide learning venue 
opportunities with the Planning Commission and/or City Council (for mock 
planning review, etc with Liberty High students); and, d) allow for public outreach 
and project reporting presentations to city committees, commissions and/or council. 
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8. The public property targeted for the grant activities would be the vicinity of Larry 
Moore Park and the blue line creek (Turtle Creek) outlet located north of Niblick 
Road.  These are the same areas where the City has been working with the RCD on 
the parkway trail construction and storm channel restoration projects.   

 
Analysis 
and 
Conclusion:             This grant partnership opportunity is consistent with City General Plan and Economic 

Strategy goals for resource conservation, education enhancement and development of 
relationships that foster those goals.  The focus of the grant also presents community 
opportunities consistent with General Plan policies on recreation/conservation, the 
preliminary River Corridor Plan vision, Storm Water Management Plan and the City’s 
Integrated Water Resources Plan. 

Policy 
Reference: General Plan; Economic Strategy; Salinas River Vision Plan.  
   
Fiscal Impact: The City’s participation in this grant is in the use of public property as a site for 

outdoor educational activities.  The City will also be providing “in-kind” staff time to 
implement portions the project scope.  No significant fiscal impacts are identified.   

 
 Options:             a)  For the City Council to adopt the attached resolution 08-XXX supporting partnership in 

this Stewardship Council Grant application, and authorizing the mayor to sign a letter 
indicating Council support of the grant application;  

 
                             b)    Amend, modify, or reject the forgoing options. 
 
 
Attachments:  
 

1. Resolution 08-XXX supporting partnership on Stewardship Council grant application  
2. February 26, 2008 memo from RCD explaining Grant Project 
3. Information on Stewardship Council 
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RESOLUTION NO. 08-XXX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
SUPPORTING  PARTNERSHIP IN THE FILING OF A COLLABORATIVE GRANT 

APPLICATION WITH THE STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL FOR ENHANCEMENT OF OUTDOOR 
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
WHEREAS, the City has previously partnered successfully with the Upper Salinas Las Tablas                 
Resource Conservation District (RCD) on both the Salinas River Parkway Trail Project and the Salinas 
River Parkway Acquisition and Restoration Grant; and 
 
WHEREAS, the RCD recently approached the City with a proposal to partner with them again, along 
with Liberty High School and the Resource Conservation & Development Council, to pursue a private 
grant from the Stewardship Council; and  
 
WHEREAS, the purpose of the grant would be to create an educational curriculum oriented towards 
outdoor interactive recreation and learning, while accomplishing riparian restoration work in the 
process; and 
 
WHEREAS, the RCD would be the lead in making application for and administering the grant if it were 
successfully awarded; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City’s partnership role in this grant would be to:  a) provide the property locations on 
which outdoor teaching and restoration projects could occur; b) provide staff resources to assist in scope 
development; c) provide learning venue opportunities with the Planning Commission and/or City 
Council (for mock planning review, etc with Liberty High students); and, d) allow for public outreach 
and project reporting presentations to city committees, commissions and/or council; and  
 
WHEREAS, this grant partnership opportunity is consistent with City General Plan and Economic 
Strategy goals for resource conservation, education enhancement and development of relationships that 
foster those goals.  
 
THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles, to 
support partnership in this Stewardship Council Grant application and authorize the mayor to sign a 
letter indicating Council support of the grant application.    
    
ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles at a regular meeting of said Council 
held on the 4th day of March 2008 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
      ____________________________________ 
      Frank R. Mecham, Mayor    
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Deborah Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
 

03/04/08 ADDENDUM ITEM NO. 20., Page 3 of 8



ATTACHMENT 2
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ATTACHMENT 3
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