
RESOLUTION NO. 2104 

A RESOLUTION URGING A SUMMONS TO ACTION 
FOR REFORM OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of El Paso de 

Robles, along with the citizens of our small City, are 

frustrated with and resentful of the growing failure of our 

criminal justice system to deter crime and punish criminals. 

We believe that this failure, particularly in the area of 

juvenile crime, has resulted in a serious loss of faith in 

the ability of our institutions to insure the simple order 

that is a necessary prerequisite to the preservation of 

individual rights and freedoms. We fear that many of our 

people will abandon their traditional reliance on the rule 

of law and either retreat behind bars and personal weapons 

or resort to vigilante solutions to neighborhood crime; and 

WHEREAS, we assert that nothing less than fundamental 

reform of the California criminal justice system will restore 

the people's confidence in the rule of law and the ability 

of our traditional forms of government to provide security 

for the law-abiding citizen; and 

WHEREAS, we urgently solicit the attention of those with 

power to effect change. While we are not lawyers, criminol- 

ogists, sociologists or otherwise expert in crime and 

punishmsnt, we as elected local government officials are 

closer to the people and feel that we hear their message 

sooner and clearer. This is what we hear: 

Dissatisfaction with the status quo is so 

advanced that changes should be attemped even if 






