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WHEREAS, the City of El Paso de Robles is attempting to 
maintain the high standard of clean air in our, community; and 

WHEREAS, the Back.yard Burning Program i~ detrimental to our 
air. quality; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Backyard Burning 
Program be banned effective immediately. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of El Paso de Roble~ 
this 20th day of December, 1988 on the following vote; 

AYES: Reneau, Russell, Conway, Dolan, Martin 

NOES" None 

ATTEST: 

ABSENT: None 

Jerry ~nkston, City Clerk 

Steuen Martin, Mayor. 
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• a . .  1 .  

B .  

C. 

. 

No person  • h a l l  sac ,  pe rmi t ,  cause  co be sac ,  or  •11or ,  or  
m a i n t a i n  any open outdoor  f i r s  f o r  the  purpose o f  a ~ i c u l C u r a l  
~ n K ,  un l e s s  he has • v a l i d  a4~ciculcuraI  b u r n i n s  permi t  
i s s u e d  by a dmsiKnat:ed agency.  

No p e r n i c c e e  s b ~ l l  conduce • ~ r i c u l C u r • l  burn inS  u n l e s s  such 
bu rn in  s i s  i n  compliance wiCh a l l  SCars laws or  reKulaCions ,  
a p p l i c a b l e  f i r e  coda p r o v i s i o n s ,  and che p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  
Kule.  

3. The AarlculCuucal Com~Lsslonsr may a u t h o r i z e  a l ~ £ c u l c u r a l  
b u n ~ n  s by • l ~ n ~ . c c e •  fo r  Chs purpose o f  d i s e a s e  and peso 
pre~enCion r e l a t e d  Co an a 4 r i c u l C u r ~  o p e r a t i o n .  Such 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h a l l  be i n  wriCin  s Co Clw Cont ro l  O f f i c e r  and 
Cha permi t  l s s u t n  s •Kency. 

IC s h a l l  be unlavL%~ f o r . a n y  person  ( i nc lud inK,  buc noC l i n i C e d  co, 
pez3dcCeu)  co conduce q ~ l c u l c u r a l  b u r n i n  S u n l e s s  such pe r son  
complies  r i c h  each o f  chs f o i l • r i n K :  

1. Aar£culctucal bu rn in  s s h a l l  cake p l a c e  on ly  on days permicCed 
by p u b l i c  f l r e  p r o t e c t i o n  e | e n c l e e .  

. The followi~ m a t e r i a l s  shall noC be burned  i n  a S r l c u l c u r a l  
burn ing :  shop wasces ,  c o n s c z ~ c c l o n  or  d s m o l i c l o n  d e b r i s ,  e l l  
f i l t e r s ,  C i t e s ,  Car paper ,  p l u C i c ,  b~LldfJq~,  u c o s  
r e s u l c i n g  from couve r s ion  of  farm l and  co m m - q ~ l c u l c u r a l  
purposes ,  or  anychin  8 noc couformiu~ co the  dofLu~c£ona o f  
a K r t e u l c u z a l  ve sce ,  ranks  improvenenc burn£nS, o r  f o r e s t  
n a n • p r o n e  burn ing .  

Pranar&elon o f  t i e r • r i a l s  

I .  A4zieuZCural waste and f o r e s t  d e b r i s  s h a l l  be r e a s o n a b l y  f r e e  
o f  dirC and s o i l ,  and s h a l l  be r s a s o n s b l y  f r e e  o f  v i s i b l e  
s u r f a c e  mo i s tu re .  

. A4~icu l cu ra l  u~sce and f o r e s t  d e b r i s  s h a l l  be az~anKed so u 
Co burn  r i c h  a s~nfJmn o f  smoke, or  s h a l l  be l o o s e l y  p i l e d  or  
r i n d - r e e d  co a l l o y  m a x i m •  d r y i n g  p r i o r  co b ~ u 4 .  ForesC 
d e b r i s  i s  Co be e•  p r e l ~ r e d  u n l e s s  c o u c r ~  co seed  
s l l v i c u l C u r a l  p r a c t i c e .  

. 

@ 

Rm~e inprovemenc burninK: Brush co be burned  s h a l l  be b rush  
c r e a t e d  ac l e a a c  s ~  monCh8 p r i o r  co the  burn  u n l e s s  b ~ a h  
treaCmont w i l l  cause i r r e c o v e r a b l e  damage ezpenae or  b rush  
t r e a t m e n t  i s  t e c h n i c a l l y  u n f e a s i b l e .  
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D. 

E .  

F. 

G .  

For  t ~ e + p u r p o s o s  o£ t h l s  Subsection, " c o c h n l c e l  u n ~ s s s t b l l i t y "  
s h e l l  a e a n :  (e) t hs t  the burn s i t e  cannot be reached by 
t r ~ t m o n t  e ~ p m ~ t  o r  m a t h o d s ;  o r  (b) tha t  t h e r e  a r e  
unm~idab lo  phys ica l  obstacles;  o r  (c )  tha t  b r u s h  t r e a t m e n t  
may came ero~ienbacause o f  slope or  s o i l  type; or  (d) t rees 
l n t o u d o d  t o  be  8 ~ v e d v o u ~ d b o  dasL~:oyod b o e m m e  o f  b r u s h  
t r s s t m e ~ t ;  o r  (o) an i n s £ p d L f i e a n t  r e 4 t u c t i e n o f  e l f  
c o n r ~ n J ~ m t s v o u l d h e  a c h i e v e d  by  b r u s h  t r e s t m o n t .  U n v a n t o d  
t rees o f  over s i x  inches l n  d iane ter  shs$1 be f e l l e d  and dr ied  
f o r m l n l m m  per iods s p e c l f i e d b e l o v t n  Sub'leetlon D.1 o f  t h i s  
Rule. 

. E x c e p t  a8 p r o v £ d o d  i n  S u b s o c t i o n  C.3 o f  t h i s  Ru lo ,  any  
m a t e r i a l s  t o  b e ~ d a s  a 4 r i c u l t u r a l v a s t e  , o r  i n  ran4|e 
J = p r o v e n e u t b u r n £ n l ,  n u s t b e  d r i e d p r i o r  t o  b u r n l n S  f o r  t h o  
n£nlmm per iods  11stsdbe low:  

- S i x  (6) r e e k s  f o r  c r e e s  and  l a r k s  b r a n c h e s ;  
- T h r e e  (3) r e e k s  f o r  p r u n l n ~  and  m m l l  b r a n c h e s ;  
-Ten  (10) days  f o r  w a s t o s f r a m  f i oZd  c r o p s .  

. 

These per iods s h a l l  be the t~J~ be tu~m day  o£ dy£n K or 
~u t t /=S  and the day o f  burninS. 

Any a r t e r i a l  to be burned In  f o r e s t  s m u p m n t  b u n ~ n j  n u t  bo 
d r ied  p r i o r  to b ~ r n i q  f o r  b s t n i n n  per iods spec i f i ed  by 
t h e  permLt i s s u i n g  ~ l~en~ .  + 

I l a m u l a t l o u  o f  Tots1  ~gmmn.B. 

RanKs improvement burning sha l l  be l l m t t e d  to 2,000 acres f o r  8 
s ing le  burn on any one day; provided, ~ r ,  chat the desisnated 
aaen£7 ha~Lu 4 Ju : i sd i c t£on  may tncrease rJ~Ls a~redqje to es tab l i sh  
pe r tno t s r  f o r  f i r e  con t ro l .  

 as_ La t 

B u n ~ n  s o f  a U i c u l t u r a l  w a s t e ,  o r  f o r e s t  mmaSemon t  b u r n i n g ,  nay  
c o m n c o  at  t l n e  d t a r  the   nou enent of  a b u r n - d r ]  by 
~ r  Rosource8 Boezd, but  In  no easo s h a l l  I t  eoameneo before 
sunr ise.  ]go ~ t l o n 8 1  v u t o  or  o ther  n a t o r l ~  f o r  burulnS, or  
l l n t t i o n  f u J l ,  s h ~ l  be £ p ~ t e d  or  added to any f i r e  Leter  two 
heurs beforo sunsot f o r  any q ~ c u l t u r ~  ~ u n l e u  requ i red 
f o r  sa fe ty  tea•sue by • dos lsna~d  f i r e  ~ n c r o l  8pncy .  

g i n d  D i r e c t i o n  

No p e r s o n  s h a l l  I s n L t o  an  a S r £ c u l t u r a l  ~ i f ,  s t  r~e  t i m e  o f  
£ s n L t i o n ,  r~e  w ind  d L r a c t i o u  I s  t o v a r d  a p o p e J ~ t a d  a r e a  w i t h i n  two 
and  o n e - h a l f  (2~) n i l e •  o f  t h e  b u r n  s i t e ,  e z o o p t  i n  t h e  c u e  o f  
~ s a t e ~ J d  L m n t m m t  and  8ubstdmtJA1 ocoB0mic l o s s .  Such ~J~reatenod 
economic loss sha l l  be c e r t i f i e d  I n  v r£ t l Z~  by  t h e  A K r i c u l ~ l r a l  
Costal•stoner. 

) 
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I .  

J .  

. The m a t e r i a l s  co be burned s h a l l  be a p p l i e d  on iy  by the 
use of  £snLcion dev ices  approved by r.he Ai r  P o l l u t i o n  
Control  O f f i c e r .  T i ros ,  ca r  paper ,  p l u t i c s ,  d i r t y  o i l s ,  
or  s i m i l a r  m a t e r i a l s  s h a l l  not  ha used .  I s ~ L t i o n  dev ices  
must comply v i t h  the  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Rule 401. 

. A s r i c u l C u r a l b u z ~ s  s h a l l  be £ s n £ c a d a s  r a p i d l y  as 
p r a c t i c a b l e  y a c h t s  a p p l i c a b l e  f i r e  c o n t r o l  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

PersLtseivm B u r n e r  B o - l - r u D a v s  

No person  s h a l l  cougher a ~ i c u l t ~ • l  b u r n i n  8 on days 
da s i snaced  ms no-burn  days by the  St.•Co Air  ~mmarc~s b u d ,  
excep t  as p rov ided  below in  Subsec t ion  J o f  rh£s Rule.  The 
Scare Ai r  b s o u r c e s  6card  v i i i  d a s i p t e  each day as a 
p e r n i s s i v e  burn or  no-burn  day. 

. Upon r e q u e s t  from a peraicr~Je through • desLsna ted  
aKency, made t even  days i n  advanae o f  • s p e c i f i c  t e a s e  
J~provemeut bnsrn,, or  f o r e s t  mmnaKm|mat b ~ m  ~ 3 , 0 0 0  
f eec  (MSL). a p e r n i s s i v e  burn  or  no-burn  uoc£e.e v i i i  be 
i s s u e d  by the  Sta te  A£r Resources  B o ~ d  u p t ~  48 hours  
p r i o r  Co r ~  da t e  o£ the  schedu led  burn .  g £ t h ~ t  f u r t h e r  
r e q ~ s t ,  a d a i l y  n o t i c e  w i l l  c o n t i n ~  to  be £ s s ~ d  u n t i l  
a p e ~ L s s i v o  burn  n o t i c e  I s  i s sued .  

. A p e r n i a s i v e  burn  o r  no-burn  aGv~sory ou t l ook  viZ1 be 
z v a l l a b l e  up Co 72 hours  i n  advance o f  b u t ~  s p e c i f i e d  in  
Subsect ion l .  1 o f  Chin Rule.  

A r r i a u l r , ~ a l  I,,wndmr on i No-Burn l~a: o 

No per son  s l u / I  conduce a f r t c u l c u : a l  bun~Lnf on • n o - b e r n  day 
excep t  as fo l lows :  

. The Control  O f f i c e r  may, by s p e c i a l  p e r m i t ,  a u t h o r i z e  
a s r i e u l c u : a l  h e r n i a s  by a permiccas  on days d a s i p a t e d  as 
no-burn  days because  d e n i a l  of. such pe rmi t  vm~ld t h r u c e n  
lmminont mad s u b s t a n t i a l  ocouomic l o s e .  

. A petal .cote desir irq~ Co burn on a no-burn  day s h a l l  
o b t a i n  a spec ia l  p e r n i t  from the Centare1 0 f£4cer .  No 
s p e c i a l  p e r n i t  v:i.ll be g r a n t e d  roLl.ass ~ A(rz, i c ~ l C ~ a l  
Commissioner c e r t i f i e s  i n  v r £ t i n  K chat den ia l  would 
~ r e a c e n  imLtnenC and s u b s t a n t i a l  economic l o s s .  Vr£tCen 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  by the  A s r i c u l c u r a l  Commissioner may fo l low 
v e r b a l  c e r t £ £ i c a t i o n .  
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K. 

L. 

M. 

N. 

. A p e r m t t t e o  may c o n d u c t  rax~e  i m p ~ o v a e n C  burn~n~  on a n o - b u r n  
day  d u ~ i n  8 t h e  p e r i o d  J a n u a r y  1 co Nay 31,  o f  e a c h  c a l e n d a r  
y e a r ,  p r e v £ d e d  c h a t  more chau  50 t  o f  cha lm~d b e i n g  b u r n e d  has  
b e e n  b r u s h  c r e a t e d .  

. A pe rmieCoe  may b u r n  on n o - b u r n  d~ya empty  p a p e r  s a c k s  o r  
c o n t a i n ,  r e  wh ich  c o n t a i n e d  p e s t i c i d e s  o r  ochez  t o x i c  
8 u b e C m ~ 8 ,  p r o v i d e d  s u c h  sack8  o r  c o n c a £ n o r a  a r e  ~v£chin t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o£ a ~ i c u l c u ~ a l  w a s t e s  a s  S l ~ C i f i e d  i n  S u b s e c C i o u  
A.3 o f  R u l e  105. 

R a s e r i e t f o n a  on  T o t a l  T o n n a n  

No p , r m i C c e e  s h a l l  c o n d u c t ,  o r  c a u s e  Co be  c o n d u c t e d ,  any  
a Z r i c n a l C u r a l  b u r n i n ~  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  c l ~  C o n t r o l  O f f i c e r ' s  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  u t w n  t h e  C o n t r o l  O f f i a a r  ham r e e ~ c i e t e d  uae  o f  t h e  
pe rm£cCoo '8  p e ~ C  as  s c a c ~ d  b e r e i n a ~ t e r  i n  Chin S e c t i o n  ~.  A l l  
a ~ i c u l c u r a l  b u r a t n  8 p o r m i r J  w i l l  be  l s m a e d  r i c h  s e q u e n t i a l  
e m b e r s .  The C o n t r o l  O f f i c e r  may r e s t r i c t  a4~c iau lCura l  b u r n i u  8 co 
odd o r  e v e n  s ~ b e ~ o d  p e r m £ ~  on  s p e c i f i e d  d~ye .  The s e a l  of  t h i s  
o p t i o n  i s  Co , u s u r e  c h a t  a m a j o r  p o r ~ i o u  o f  t h e  C o r a l  c o n n a p  o f  
a ~ c i c u l c u r a l  m a c e r i s l s  i s  noc  i g n i t e ,  a t  one  t i m e .  

W i l d l i f e ,  and  aamm Hablt:at: 

He p e r s o n  s h a l l  be  S~ancod an  a 4 p ~ c u l c u r ~  b u r n £ n  8 poz~Lc f o r  t e n s e  
imprmmmanc burninz vhare n o b  burnin6 i s  prf~mrLly for lmprovmmnc 
o f  l a n d  f o r  v £ 1 d l ~ £ e  and  Same h a b i t a t ,  u n 2 u e  h e  h a s  f~=ec  f ~ l o d  
w i t h  t h e  C o n t r o l  O££1ear  a ac~eemmsc £~rom ch~ D e p m ~ m m c  o£ F i s h  
and  G,mo c a r c i ~ y i n s  chac  t h e  b u r n  i s  d a e i n b l e  and  p ~ p e r  f o r  t h e  
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  l a n d  f o r  v i l d l £ £ e  and  Smm h a b i t a t .  

AssChorizaeim~ £or  & r r l e u l e u r - 1  Burnln . r  

Ha person shall be ipcauced an ai~£culCural b,.tzuisqB pezm2c for a 
rasq;e fJaprovemenc or format manal~menc burn 1~b£ab i~,volTeJ macerial 
f rom mare  Chart f i v e  (5) a c r e s ,  u n l e s s  he  hag  £ 1 r e c  f i l e d  an  
appllcaClon for permit Co burn f rom c h ~  dee41ssmted alpmey aC lease 
14 days pzlor Co che incended bcum dace. & copy of chis 
a p p l i c a C £ o n  w i l l  be s e n t  p r o m p t l y  co t h e  C o n t r o l  O f f i c e r  by  t h e  
domiKnaCed a6eucy .  

A ~ r m i t t , e  o r  e R p l i c , s n t  f o r  an  agri, .- ,~d.~.ral ~ p e n t i t  ~1~11 
iLq~ply a l l  i ,~o , l* ' r . imn,  r e q ~ s t o d  ou ~ q p r t . c u / . ~  buOc'nt~ peru : to  
~o rn  o r  by  t h e  a p u c y  i s m s i n Z  t h e  p e r n i t  and  a b e l  n ~ m  r , p o r c s  o f  
d a c e s  o f  b u r n i n S  and  c~pe and  m m u n c  o f  ~ m  b u r n e d  a s  r e q u £ r o d  
by r.he Control O£~lcer. 

) 
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F .  

Q. 

The 5 o l l o v i n  K areas are exempted 5tom the prov is ions  of  ~hiJ ~ulo. 
These exemptLo~ apply to the burntnK o5 a s r i c u l t ~ r a l  v~stes on ly  
and do noc apply  co ranzo i m p r o v a e n c  or  f c r s s C n a n a p w n t  burning .  

. BurnlnK c5 a~prlcult~r&l w u t e s  a t  4,000 5set or more above 
n u n  sea l e v e l .  

. Burnln S o5 a K r l c u l ~ a l  wastes at  2,000 5set s t  no=e above 
means sea l eve l ,  In  chat po r t i on  o5 r~e D i s t r i c t  located south 
o5 3S* N. l a t t t ~ l e ,  east o5 120 ° 7.5'W louKl t~5o,  and nor th  o5 
35" O0 l a t ~ .  

at a Lt  

The £ssulng d e s l l p ~ e e d  aSoncy or  the Cont ro l  O f f i c e r  nay revoke an 
&~riculCura l  ~ pe rmi t  i f  i t  i s  found cha t  r3ae p e r n l t  
e m ~ l t £ m ~ ,  amy S t s t e  or  Feda~al  3~v8, or  the  pzov£stons  of  e.hLs 
Rule have been vLola tod .  The dos4 lp~ ted  aSou~y or  the  Cont ro l  
O~£Lcer s h a l l  notLt~ the  pe rmi t  b o l d e r  i n  w e L t l ~  o£ the  r e v o c a t i o ~  
and the  : e u e a s  t h e n £ o r e .  S e r v i c e  o~ the  notL£1eat lem o£ 
revocat ion nay bo by perseus1 4 s i l v e r y  or  c e z ~ L e d  mal l .  I n  the " 
easo 05 x~--.,;,,Q,e by mnan~L1, soz',v,l.~ adLanll be doonod oeuploce a t  cho 
time o5 &l~Mu~J:l.t o~ ths not:l,5'tem:tonm :Ln t i n  U ~ d . ~  SCsC, u p o s t  
o f f i c e ,  or s. n e l l  brat, m.d~-l?OSt oS£t.ce, ambstaLC:l.oct,, o t  nna'tl chu,ce, 
or  ocher l i k e  5 s a i l i t T .  

Wi th in  ton (10) days a f t e r  servtao o f  not£eo o f  :evoest lon  
spec££1ed i n  Subsection P above, ~he permi t  ho~dst M y  p e t i t i o n  the 
Heat£nK Board £n mrtt£1~ £o: 8 publ£c hoarlaK. The l i ea r tn j  Board, 
ages= not£co mad a publ£c hoartnK ho ld  v l t hLn  30 4ays d e a r  ~ t l l n K  
the pe t l t £on ,  m y  sum;aln  or  r e v e r s e  she daoLslon o f  She Contro l  
Of fLce:  or  ~ dos£KnseAM qom~y.  
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January 14, 1988 

Dear S i r s :  

As p h y s i c i a n s  p r o v i d i n g  m e d i c a l  c a r e  t o  p a t i e n t s  i n  Nor th  San L u l s  
Oblspo  Coun ty ,  we a r e  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  abou t  t h e  way bu rn  days  a r e  
a g g r a v a t i n g  b r e a t h i n g  p r o b l e m s  f o r  ou r  p a t i e n t s ,  p a r t l c u l a r l y  ou r  p a t i e n t s  
w i t h  c h r o n i c  r e s p i r a t o r y  d i s o r d e r s .  

We b e l i e v e  t h e  c u r r e n t  bu rn  r e g u l a t i o n s  need  to  be m o d i f i e d  to  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
c u r t a i l ,  o r  p r e f e r a b l y  e l i m i n a t e ~ s m o k e  and s o o t  p r o d u c t i o n .  

We the  u n d e r s i g n e d  have a l l  had p a t i e n t s  who were a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by 
the  smoke p r o d u c e d  by burn  d a y s .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



V* • 

J a n u a r y  14, 1988 

Dear S i r s :  

As p h y s i c i a n s  p r o v i d i n g  m e d i c a l  c a r e  t o  p a t i e n t s  I n  Hor th  San L u l s  
Oblepo Coun ty ,  we a r e  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  r a y  bu rn  days  a r e  
a g g r a v a t i n g  b r e a t h i n g  p r o b l e m s  f o r  ou r  p a t i e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a z l y  ou r  p a t i e n t s  
w i t h  c h r o n i c  r e s p i r a t o r y  d i s o r d e r s .  

Ne b e l i e v e  t h e  c u r r e n t  bu rn  r e g u l a t i o n s  need  to  be m o d i f i e d  to  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
c u r t a i l ,  o r  p r e f e r a b l y  e l i m i n a t e ~  smoke and s o o t  p r o d u c t i o n .  

We the undersigned have a l l  had pat ients  who were adversely a f fec ted by 
the s m o k e p r o d u c e d  by bu rn  d a y s .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

/ t/a-CO 

LY#v,~ &/, Ss-wJ 



January 14, 1988 

Dear S i r s :  

As phys i c i ans  p rov id ing  medica l  ca re  Co p a t i e n c e  in North San Luis 
Ob~po. county ,  we a re  deeply  concerned about the way burn days a re  
assxavae.lng b r e a t h l n 8  problems fo r  our. pac l encs ,  p a r t l c u l a r l y  our paClencs 
with c h r o n i c  r e s p l r a c o r y  d i s o r d e r s .  

We be t i e ve  the c u r r e n t  burn r e g u l a t i o n s  need co be modlf led  co s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
c u r t a i l ,  or p r e f e r a b l y  e l lmina te iemoke  and soot  p roduc t i on .  

We the  unders igned  have a l l  had p a t i e n c e  who were a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by 
the smoke.produced by burn days .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

~ . - - , -  I ~  " J / " - ' ' ~  E,/f,,4,'/ 



f 

January  14, 1988 

Dear S i r s :  

.As physic ians ,  p rov id ing  medica l  care  to p a t i e n t s  in  North San Luls 
Obispo County,~we~.are~deeply.concerned about the way burn days a t e  

-~agd&ravat~ng. b r e a t h l n g : p r o b l e m s  £ o r . . o u r : p a t i e n ~ s , p - p a r t i c u l a r l y . o u r : p a t i e n t s  
wi th  ch ron ic  r e s p i r a t o r y  d i s o r d e r s .  

We b e l i e v e  the c u r r e n t  burn r e g u l a t i o n s  need to be m o d i f i e d  to s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
c u r t a i l ~  or p r e f e r a b l y  e l iminatepsmoke and soot  p roduc t i on .  

We the  unders igned  have a l l  had p a t i e n t s  who were a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by 
the  smoke produced  by burn d a y s .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

J, ,  ,~,j / '(  ?~/~ z ~F,/; m. I 



J a n u a r y  14, 1988 

Dear S i r s :  

As p h y s l c l a n s p r o v l d l n g  m e d l c a l  c a r e  t o  p a t l e n t s  i n  Nor th  San L u l s  
Obispo  C o u n t y ,  . we a r e  d e e p l y  . c?ncerne  d abou t  t h e  way bu rn  days  a r e  
a g g r a v a t i n g  b r e a t h i n g  p rob l ems  f o r  o u r  p a t i e n t s ,  p a r t l c u l a r l y  ou r  p a t i e n t s  
w l t h  c h r o n i c  r e s p l r a t o r y  d i s o r d e r s .  • 

We b e I i e v e  t he  c u r r e n t  bu rn  r e g u l a t i o n s  need  to  be m o d i f i e d  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
c u r C a l l ,  o r  p r e f e r a b l y  e l i m l n a t e ~  smoke and s o o t  p r o d u c t i o n .  

We t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  have a l l  had p a t i e n t s  who were  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by 
t h e  smoke p r o d u c e d  by burn  d a y s .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO )as. 
CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES ) 

~i 

Jerry Bankston -eet-F-@~ I, . ................... .. ........ , City Clerk/D=puL7 z~-k 

of the City of E1 Paso de Robles, California, do hereby certify 

that the foregoing Resolution No. 88-106 
O 0 O O O Q O o e o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o e o e e e o e o o e o o o e o o o  

w as  d u l y  and  r e g u l a r l y  a d o p t e d ,  p a s s e d  and  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  C i t y  

C o u n c l l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  E1 P a s o  d e  R o b l e s ,  C a l l f o r n i a ,  a t  a 

• regular h .................. meeting of said City Council held at t e 

r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  t h e r e o f ,  on 6 h e  . . . . . . .  ~ ; ~  . . . . . . . .  day  o f  

December 19..~.., by t h e  following v o t e :  o o Q e o o e o e o o o o o o o o e o o  B 

AYES: Dolan, ~ ..... ...,. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
o o o e o o o o e e 6  

NOES: None o o e e o o o o o o e o o e o e e o o o e o e o o o o o o e o o o o e e o o o e o o o e o e o e Q o o o o o e  

None ABSENT: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

ABSTAINED: - -- . . . . . . . . . . .  o e e e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e e e o e o e e e e e D e e o e o o o o o o e o e o o o o  

Dated this 20th December 88 
. . . . . . . . . .  d a y  o f  . . . . .  • . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . ,  1 9 .  . 

City Cler~avd ~-Officlo Clerk of the 
City Councilp City of E1 Paso de Robles, 
State of California 



Dear S i r s :  

I am concerned about the  amount o f  smoke e m i s s i o n s  caused by our 
current  burn day p o l i c i e s .  The h e a l t h  o f  uy p a t i e n t s  has been 
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by the s u b s t a n t i a l  smoke produced.  

CONNENTS: 

q 
Q 

S i n c e r e l ~  r,71~'~.'~ 



Dear S i r s :  

I am conce rned  about  the  amount o f  smoke e m i s s i o n s  caused  by our  
c u r r e n t  burn  day p o L i c l e s .  The h e a l t h  of  my p a t i e n t s  has been 
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by the  s u b s t a n t l a l  saoke p roduced .  

CONNEHTS: 

-r /'~,.~ v- r.. d1: -c 

~ ~..c . 

,/L,l. 0 ~ 7 

C" 7~,:.ie ,~6:j 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

( p l e a s e  p r i n t  name h e r e ) :  



/ D 

Dear Sirs: 

I am concerned  about  the  amount o f  smoke e m i s s i o n s  caused  by our 
c u r r e n t  burn day p o l i c i e s .  The h e a l t h  o f  my p a t L e n t s  hat  been 
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by the  e u b s t a n t i a l  smoke produced .  

COMHENTS: 

..4..~.~ / ~, ¢ c ~  J 

Slncerely, ~CrL~ ~ ~ i 

( p l e a s e  p r i n t  name h e r e ) ,  ,~"-[~;~L.'~ "~3 i~.Ouc)icc,, L'lSJ 
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City of E! Paso de Robles 
Illll I I Illlllll I I  I 

M F M O R A N D U M  

TO: Mayor and Members of 
the City Councii 

FROM: Bob Adams 
Fire Chief 

SUBJECT: Backyard Burning Program 

O 1 SCUSS I OH 

For the past few years the San Luis Oblspo County Air Pollution 
Control District and the Fire Chiefs Association of San Luis 
Obispo County have set policy regarding the Backyard Burning 
Program. 

On October 12, 1987 the APCD and the Chiefs Association agreed on 
the following conditons for backyard burning: 

I. Natural plant waste only from plants and shrubs grown on the 
property. The fire must not contain any household rubbish, 
lumber, rubber, plastics, tar, paint, creosote, hydrocarbons 
or any man-made waste. 

. The material must be dry and free of dirt and surface 
moisture. 

. The size of the pile may not be larger than two feet high by 
three feet in diameter (2' × 3'). 

4. Fire must be attended by an adult at all times. 

5. The fire must be at least fifty (50) feet from the nearest 
residence. 

6. Recommended burning on one (I) acre lots and larger. 



| , The burn per, iod sha l l  be the f i r s t  cor, t ig , .ous F r i day ,  
~o,~day of each ~onth and i t  ~','~9 be Satur, day. Sunday and ' . . . . .  

car, c e l l e d  dur ing  f i r e  season, 

8. Hours of burning are specified by the Fire Department. 

. Backyard burning is allowed on one (I) and two (2) family 
residences only. 

At the February 2, 1988 City Councli meeting, the Council, on a 
3-2 vote, opted to continue the program as presented with the 
exception of allowing any size lot to continue backyard burning. 
The City Council also requested that the policy be brought back 
for their review in one (I) year or less. 

On December 7, 1988, the APCB proposed the following backyard 
burning program guidelines: 

I. Natural plant waste only from plants and shrubs grown on the 
property. The fire must not contain any household rubbish, 
lumber, rubber, plastics, tar, paint, creosote, hydrocarbons 
or any man-made waste. No burning of grass, wee~s or pile~ 
leave~ i~ ~llowed on anu dau. 

w 

. The material must be dry and free of dirt and surface 
moisture. A minimum ~f thr~e (3) weeks from the time of 
cuttino will be all,wed for druina of fuels. 

v w 

No burning will be allow~ if me@surabl~ rain has fallen 
within five (5) prior days. 

The size of the pile may not be larger 
three feet in diameter (2' x 3'). 

than two feet high by 

4. Fire must be attended by an adult at all times. 

. The fire must be at least fifty (50) feet from the nearest 

residence. 

6. Recommended burning on any size lot. 

-2- 



. 
~I I~I I I ' ' q Ba~k~jor.d bur, n ir,~] i.s ~I lowed or, :,,,., perm;.ssive bur.r, ,~.~ ,ss 

esto~,lished b~ the CaIiforni~ F~ir. Resource.~ g:o,si'.d ~nd. the '.'~,~r, 

Lu,: ~ ispo County FIF'CCD 

8, Hours of burning are specified by the Fire De~rtment, 

. Backyard burning is allc, e, ed on one (I) and two (~..I~' tae;i 'ly 
r.esldences only. 

The following differences are noted between the two programs: 

I, Current policy for burn days is set by the calendar not the 
weather. The proposed regulations are set by Air Pollution 
agencies and take favorable weather into consideration. This 
allows any smoke to dissipate quickly and diminishes smoke and 
health concerns. On December 12, 1988, I checked with APCD 
and found that there were seven (7) permissive burn days in 
the flrst twelve (12) days of December.. 

. The proposed regulations specifically delete piled leaves as 
material that can be burned. The burning of leaves cause the 
most smoke and complaints. 

On Wednesday, December 7, 1988, I contacted Dr. Greg Ellison at 
his office. Dr. Ellison had voiced concerns on the backyard 
burning program and was on the committee that helped form the 
proposed regulations. 

Dr. Ellison stated that he estimates "500 unnecessary office 
visits" and "15 to 20 hospital admissions" each year. are due to 
the burning allowed in cities and the county. 

Dr. Ellison also stated that he is happy with the demonstration 

program in Atascadero. 

During the four-day burn period, the Fire Department and Dispatch 
Center received from 50 to 75 calls per day on burn questions 
alone. The Fire Department also responded to twice the normal 
calls for this period with two false alarms. These figures, 
however slight, indicate additional time and effort that could be 
directed elsewhere. 

-3- 



if the Co~r, cll ,~i~.hes to continue ~x,th the pre-~ent b~ckL4,~r.d 
burn ing program., I feel  that  an educat i r .n program should be 
developed "o teach s~ fe t y  and proper, bur-r, techn iques 'n or, ,~tte~:l:,t 
to reduce =..moi'..e, 

If the Council wishes to adopt the proposed APCD plan, ~e would 

need' 
I. A public information progr.am 
2, A dedicated phone r, umber and recorded message unit. 

If the Council feels that a ban of backyard burning ~s in order., , 
would recommend that the ban be effective following the next burn 
period (January 6, 7, 8 and 9, 1989) to allow residents that did 
not complete their burns to do so. I would also recommend that 
the Council direct staff to look into alternate means of disposal/ 

removal of this debris, 

RECOMMENDAT I ON 

That the City Council adopt Resolution No. banning the 
backyard burning program within the City Limits of Paso Robles 
effective , 19 , and allow the continuance 
of approved agricultural and training burns under current 
guidelines. 

88-185 
dr 
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R J ~ O L ~ T Z O H  V 

I~OYr_eZONS. LTWl~ATION8 11~ P~HIIITION~ 

S O 1 .  ~ . T .  m m m ~ m  1 4 0 V ~ z n m l  (el~Lasd 7/5/77)  
m 

C 

A .  O e ~ n ~ u e  B u r n i n e  

No person shal l  Isn i te ,  cause to be i p L t e d ,  pen t i t  to be isni ted,  
or  s u f f e r ,  a l low or  ma in t a in  any open o u ~ o o r  f i r e  w i t h i n  the  
D i s t r i c t  except  as fo l lows :  

. A f i r e  s e t  by or  perm£tted by a p u b l i c  o f f i c e r ,  i f  such f i r e  
has been a u t h o r i z e d  by the Contro l  O f f i c e r  and i s  i n  r~e 
performance of  the o f f i c i a l  due 7 of such p u b l i c  o f f i c e r ,  and  
such f i r e  i n  the  op in ion  of  such p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  i s  neces sa ry  
f o r  any of  r2m fo l lowing :  

a .  For the  purpose of  the  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  a f i r e  h u e d  which 
cannot  be aba ted  by any o t h e r  reasonable means; 

b.  The i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  ouployeas  i n  r~e smthods of  
f i K h t i n g  f i r e s .  

. F i r e s  p e r s i t t t d  by tb~ Control  O~f iee r  on p r o p e r t y  used fo r  
l n d u e ~ t a l  puxvoees f o r  r~m purpose of  i n s t r u c t i o n  of  
employees in  nethods of  f i 6 h c i n g  f i r e .  

. F i r e s  s u r ~ o r i z e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  bu rn ing  f o r  d i s p o s a l  of  
a s r i c u l t ~ a l  was te ,  as d e f i n e d  In  ~Rule 105, Subsec t i on  &. 3, 
and pursuant to  Rule 502. 

. F i r e s  p e r m i t t e d  by r~e ConL~ol O f f i c e r  r e l a t e d  to  the  use of  
f a r e  e q u i l ~ o n t  i n  a s r i c u l ~ a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  

. Any o t h e r  f i r e  p e n t i t t e d  by the  Cont ro l  O f f i c e r  i n  r~m 
p e r f o r u t n e e  of  o f f i c i a l  du ty ,  i f  such p t r t i e e l o e  I s  l i v e n  fo r  
~.~e purpose of r i g h t - o f - w a y  c l e a r i n g  by a p u b l i c  e u t i t 7  or  
u t i l t t T ,  levee, reservoi r ,  and d:LCch maintealz~e, or  the 
p r e v e n t i o n  of  a f i r e  haza rd ,  which f i r e  i s ,  i n  the  op in ion  of  
such o f f i c i a l ,  n e c e s s a r y .  Such a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h a l l  be 
p r e d i c a t e d  upon g u i d e l i n e s  fo r  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  d a t a  p r o a u l g a t e d  
by the Ai r  Resources Board of  the  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  the c o n d i t i o n s  of  bu rn ing .  

. The burn ing  of  dry  l e aves ,  weeds, s h r u b b . r y  and dry  t r e e  
p n m i n g s  by occupants  o f  one or  t ~ o - f t u l l y  d~elllnl~s sha l l  be 
p e r m i t t e d  a t  d e s i g n a t e d  C ~ o s  ~ r o u g h o u ~  the  yo&r s u b j e c t  to 
s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  by p u b l i c  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  a s e n c i e e .  This  s h a l l  
be e f f e c t i v e  in  a l l  a r ea s  of  the  County where C i ty  Ordinance 
does no t  p r o h i b i t  such burn ing .  

o V - 1  



7. ~' 

B. 

Fires p e m t t t e d  by. the Contro l  O f f i ce r ,  u n t i l  January 1, 1980, 
f o r  t h e  open  b u ~ l . n  s o f  wood w u t e  f rom t r e e s ,  v i n e s  o r  b u s h e s  
on p r o p e r t y  b e i n g  d e ~ e l o p e d  f o r  c o u m e r c l a l  o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  
p u r p o s e s .  The wood w a s t e  s h a l l  be  b u r n e d  o n l y  upon  p r o p e r t 7  
I t  was K r ~  and s h a l l  be f ree o f  a l l  ~ a t e r i a l  not  ~ s t  
the s i t e .  A l l  buzn~ng pursuant to a p e ~ t  Issued under t h i s  
subasct lou s h a l l  comply w i th  r~e c r i t e r l e  a p p l i c a b l e  to the 
burn ing o f  q r i c u l t u r e l  waste set  f o r t h  i n  lhzle 502 w i th  
respect  to the con41tton o f  the a a t e r t a l  to be burned, i t s  
ar ra rq~ement ,  m e t h o d s  o f  l ~ t t i o n ,  d r y i n g  t / J a m  and  wind  
d i r e c t i o n .  I n  no e v e n t  s h a l l  any  b u r n / ~  u n d e r  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  
b e  c o n d u c t e d  e x c o p t  on  t h o s e  d e y s  des i sua r~Jd  by  r~ts C a l i f o r n i a  
A i r  b s o u r c e s  Board  u b u r n  d a y s .  

. Fi res  used ou ly  f o r  cooking o f  food f o r  human be i :~ j  or f o r  
r ec rea t i ona l  purposes. 

. Any f i r e  I f  i t  c a n  be  d e m o n s t r a t e d  rA3at n o t h l n  s b u t  c a r b o n  
d i o x i d e ,  n l t r o s e n  d i o x i d e  o r  w a t e r  v a p o r  i s  e a l t t e d  u n d e r  a l i  
o p e r a t l n g  cond i t ions .  

10. Use o f  back f i r es  to save l i f e  or  va luab le  p ~ p e r ~ y  l~zsuant  to 
Publ ic  bsou rces  Code, Sect ion ~ 2 6 .  

11. The a b a ~ n t  o f  f i r e s  ~ s u a n t  to  Chsptez 2, ( c ~ n c i n S  w i th  
Sect ion 13025) o£ Part  I o f  D i v i s i on  12 o f  the l lea l th  and 
S ~ e t y  Code. 

I u e i m r a t o r  B.L-'~lut 

A person s h a l l  not  burn ,ny  easbu l t i b l e  r e ~ , e  In  any I n c i n e r a t o r  
i n  any urban area as 4e£1aed i n  $e~t lan 22.11.030 o£ the San Luls 
Obtspo County Code, e ~ e p t  i n  a u l t i p l o - ~ u m b e r  /a~ ias ra to rs  as 
descr ibed i n  Subject ion A.26 o£ Rule 105 or i n  equL~sn t  found by 
t~he Cont ro l  O f f i c e r  tn  adwm=e o£ such use to  be e ~ m l l y  e f f e c t i v e  
f o r  ~he purpose o f  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  ~ r o l  as an approved 
: u l t i p l e - c h a a b e r  £nclne=ator.  Our~lde o£ the urban areas burn lng 
i n  s inBle ehaaber Inc ine ra to rs  s h a l l  be ¢oa~la ld ~ t im burn ing o f  
household rubbish by occupsnr~ o f  sea or  t w o - r e a l l y  dwel l inKs.  
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