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Illustrative Plan of Oak Street Park

Illustrative Plan of Robbins Field as a civic park.

Illustrative Plan of Uptown Plaza

2.2.1 Streetscape Network

A.  Existing Condition.  Paso Robles' historic 300' x 300' block structure is still 
generally in place, although it has been compromised by the presence of 
Highway 101.  The block pattern and size is walkable and not only promotes 
easy navigation, but also provides multiple ways of getting from place to 
place.  Despite the presence of this street and block network, however, the 
essential components that make walking a practical, comfortable, safe, and 
pleasurable, experience - street trees, planter strips, and sidewalks - are notice-
ably absent in many places throughout the Plan Area. In the area south of the 
Downtown core, key segments of the network have been deleted or signifi-
cantly compromised by well-intentioned but misguided public building proj-
ects, and north of 24th Street a pattern that omits many streets to form very 
large blocks has effectively cut Uptown off from the Downtown.                

B.  Plan and Vision. In order to provide a more welcoming and effective pedes-
trian environment, this plan proposes the introduction of sidewalks and street 
trees throughout the plan area.  Street trees with comfortable sidewalks and 
planted parkways are a prominent urban design element that unify the public 
realm by creating spatial coherence and linking together diverse uses and 
architectural types.  The repetitive and ordered spacing of trees and their 
canopies define the street edge, invite pedestrian activity, reduce vehicular 
speeds, decrease “heat island” effects, and create a distinct sense of place.  
Whereas public streets in most suburban environments are corridors for cars, 
the streets in fine urban neighborhoods like those envisioned for Paso Robles’ 
Uptown and Town Centre are the neighborhoods’ “living rooms” as well as its 
“hallways”.  The spatial enclosure, shade, wind protection, and softness that 
makes this possible is provided in large measure by the street trees. 

Tree species selection is in character with the local and regional environment, 
and will be comprised of an appropriate mix of evergreen and deciduous 
trees.  In addition, tree species are selected to fit the scale and prominence 
of each individual street in order to not only differentiate between major 
and minor thoroughfares, but also to reinforce neighborhood legibility.    

Please refer to Section 5.7.1 (Landscape and Open Space) of the development 
code for detailed street tree requirements. 

2.2.2 Open Space Framework 

A.  Existing Condition.  Historic parks in the Plan Area include Paso Robles 
City Park, Robbins Field, and Pioneer Park.   Three public schools within 
the Plan Area provide additional recreational field and playground space: 
Georgia Brown Elementary School, Flamson Middle School, and Bauer 
Speck Elementary School.  Despite the presence of these open space ame-
nities, the plan area lacks accessible and usable open space, particularly 
because two of the parks - Pioneer Park and Robbins Field - are currently 
isolated from residential neighborhoods and consequently are underuti-
lized.  In addition, Robbins Field offers only a single specialized activity: 
playing baseball or softball.  

B.  Plan and Vision.  The open space vision is addressed in two ways.  First, it 
provides ideas for the rehabilitation, transformation, and modernization of 
existing open spaces within the planning area.  Second, it provides ideas 
for introducing new public open space uses onto parcels that are currently 
under private ownership. 

Existing parks include:                      

1. Paso Robles City Park.  City Park's formal design is reinforced by estab-
lishing the Carnegie Library Building as the park's focal point, introduc-
ing a trellis and formal gardens along the 11th Street, and introducing 
a plaza at the center of the park (please see Section 2.2.2 for more 
detail).    

   
2. Robbins Field.  Robbins Field will remain as a baseball field.  Upgrades 

could include transforming it into a historic-style ballpark with score-
boards, bleachers, and an urban frontage.  Alternatively, Robbins Field 
could be converted into a performance venue or a formally arranged 
civic park that terminates the Park Street Promenade.  These alternative 
configurations can only occur if an appropriate replacement ball field is 
first developed elsewhere within the West Side of the City.  

3. Georgia Brown Field.  Improvements to Georgia Brown's playing fields 
include terracing the hillside on the west side of the fields to provide 
bleachers for overlooking the fields below.  

4. Pioneer Park.  In order to accommodate an expanded Museum com-
plex, it is recommended that the softball field and skateboard park 
be moved elsewhere within the Specific Plan area - ideally closer to 
residential neighborhoods.  If this is done, the property to the south of 
the existing historical institutions would open up, allowing for the con-
struction of a new Museum complex that would provide much needed 
space for the three organizations to more fully exhibit their collections.      
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Potential new Public open spaces include:  

5. Oak Street Park.  The block surrounded by 16th Street, Vine Street, 17th 
Street, and Oak Street provides a potential opportunity for introducing 
a multi-use park.  Introducing a park in this location is contingent upon 
meeting the requirements of an existing covenant that restricts the 
site's use to "educational" uses.    

6.  Uptown Plaza.  A new Uptown Plaza along Spring Street between 32nd 
and 34th Streets would provide a much needed neighborhood center 
and community gathering area.  The Plaza, a tree canopied open space 
with decorative paving, would be amenable to cultural events and com-
munity gatherings.

7.  Oak Park Field and Community Center.  A component of the Oak 
Park Housing expansion and refurbishment, the Oak Park Field and 
Community Building is located south of 34th Street and east of a 
realigned Park Street, across the street from the proposed Uptown 
Plaza.  The park, situated to fit in amongst existing mature trees, would 
provide Oak Park and Uptown residents with much needed field space.  
Adjacent to the field is a community building and children’s park.  

8. 24th Street Park.  The parcels between 24th Street and 26th Street, 
just west of the railroad tracks, provide a good location for a new field, 
particularly if the Pioneer Park softball field is replaced by an expanded 
Historical complex or if Robbins Field be transformed into a civic park.  
The parcels are currently occupied by self-storage facilities, contractor's 
storage yards, fuel yard, and other commercial/light industrial uses.    

Please refer to Section 5.7.1 (Landscape and Open Space) of the development 
code for detailed open space and landscape requirements and guidelines.    

2.2.3 Paso Robles City Park

A. Existing Condition.  Paso Robles City Park is a village green located within the 
heart of Downtown. The existing design consists of a formal arrangement of 
walkways that wrap around the perimeter and crisscross the park. Nestled 
within the park is the Carnegie Library Building, a neoclassical brick and stone 
building surrounded by large native oak trees that serves as a terminus for 
Park Street.  The Carnegie Library Building, built in 1908 with a grant from the 
Andrew Carnegie Foundation and listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, is no longer used as a library and presently (in 2008) houses the 
Paso Robles Area Historical Society.  North of the Library Building is a raised 
planter which bisects the park.  Just north of the raised planter terminating 
the south end of Park Street, is a fountain that is enclosed with a low fence 
on all sides.  Other elements found in the park include a gazebo/bandstand; 
children’s play area, a bathroom, horseshoe pits, a fountain, and scattered 
benches and picnic tables. 

B. Plan and Vision.  City Park's formal design is reinforced by establishing the 
historical library building as the focal point of the park and updating the 
"back" of the Carnegie Library Building so it is no longer perceived as the back 
of the building. Components include:

Projects
Short Term
• Bathrooms.  A new restroom and/or storage building along 11th Street, 

to the west of the Carnegie Library.  The bathroom facility should utilize 
similar materials as those used in the historic library (stone/precast 
concrete and brick materials).  The storage component could hold 
sound system equipment, chairs, tables, and other equipment required 
for City Park events.

• Retention of Lawn Open Space.  The remainder of the park - open lawn, 
many shade trees, and bandstand - remains in its existing condition.

• Relocation, removal, or improvement of existing utility and mail boxes.

• Accommodation of Dinner Events.  Fund raisers; award presentations 
for schools or local government, etc.

• Introduction of Bicycle Parking. 

Mid-Term
• New Grand Plaza.  With the removal of the raised planter and fountain 

that currently bisect the park and subsequent replacement with a new 
grand plaza, a new grand plaza engages to the forecourt of the Carnegie 
Library Building and connects to the southern terminus of Park Street.  
A new fountain (either a traditional, more neoclassical fountain or an 
interactive fountain or a combination of the two) could be located in the 
plaza.  Seating lines the perimeter of the plaza as well as the pathways 
that connect the Plaza to the northern edge of the park.  Benches, light-
ing, and signage should be coordinated in a style that is appropriate 
to the City Park and the Carnegie Library Building (such as braided or 
Victorian).

In addition, the hardscaped Grand Plaza could accommodate a sec-
ond, multi-functional performance area (in addition to the Gazebo) 
that could accommodate a temporary stage and provide a surface that 
would facilitate the setup of dance floors and audience seating.

• Formal Gardens.  A series of formal gardens, a children’s playground, 
and a formal lawn occupy the area west of the Carnegie Library. The 
gardens are formed by parterres of low hedges, flowering native and 
or drought tolerant shrubs and small trees.  The children's playground 
should be located within the sight line of the Grand Plaza performance 
space and should be designed in a manner that reflects Paso Robles' 
unique character.  Benches should be provided around the Children's 
Playground for parents who are walking their kids.

The Formal Gardens could also accommodate the existing horseshoe 
pits and barbeque pits. 

• Incorporation of Historical, Geographical, Cultural References.  Signage 
and public art should be incorporated throughout the park to celebrate 
Paso Robles' unique and diverse history, geography, and culture.  Pos-
sible topics include the De Anza Trail Route, the proximity of the Salinas 
River, the science and history of Paso Robles' unique geothermal activ-
ity, and the wine industry.  

Example of hardscaped area lined by benches with formal fountain.   
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An example of a possible public art installation could include displays 
that describe Paso Robles' proximity to the Salinas River (in conjunc-
tion with the Salinas River Interpretative Center) or that celebrate Paso 
Robles’ wine industry.  

• Install electrical improvements for performance lighting and sound.
• Introduce Banner Program for Light Fixtures advertising Events.  

Long Term
• Introduce Live Performances on West Side of Grand Plaza.  Concerts 

(both during the day and evening);  plays (Shakespeare to Contempo-
rary); dance recitals (ballet to contemporary) in partnership with local or 
university partners. 

 
Ongoing 
• Accommodation of a Wide Variety of Events and Activities, such as: 

- Festivals.  Wine Festival; Book Fair Festival (in association with 
Library, School, and Private Bookstores); cultural events that reflect 
the diversity of the area (Indigenous People Day, Agricultural Appre-
ciation Day, Multi-cultural Awareness Day); arts, crafts, photography 
festivals.

- Adult Enrichment and Educational Activities.  Exercise programs 
(yoga, tai chi, holistic wellness); health awareness programs (blood 
pressure, diabetes, diet); community band; garden club; game tables 
in seating areas; reading garden as an extension of the Formal Gar-
dens.

- Enrichment Activities for Children.  Playground; open unstructured 
play area (Frisbee, informal toss, kickball, informal soccer, portable 
supervised gymnastics/tumbling; supervised summer day camps; 
children’s reading garden (as an extension of the Formal Gardens.

Example of hardscaped area with informal fountain comprised of jets imbedded in pavement.  
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Illustrative Plan of Paso Robles City Park

Side North

 A : Formal Gardens
 B : Grand Plaza
 C : Network of existing lawn space
 D : New restroom and/or storage building
 E : New promenade (with removal of exist 
       ing raised planters and fountain)
 F : Playground 
   
     See detailed plans on pages 2:29  
     and 2:30.
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Illustrative elevation of City Park trellis connecting Carnegie Library to restroom buildings
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Side South

Illustrative elevation of City Park trellis connecting Carnegie Library to restroom buildings
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 A  : 3 foot high picket fence around play area
 B  : Low hedge in front of fence
 C  : Existing Oak tree 
 D  : Access gates
 E : Kompan play equipment, or equal
 F : Light fixtures
 G : Garden area
 H : Shade trellis

Paso Robles City Park Playground Concepts

A
C

E

F

B

D

G

H

D

Example of playground play equipment.  Example of light fixtures.  
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 A  : Decorative paving
 B  : Circular bench at base of tree
 C  : Existing Oak tree
 D  : Water feature
 E : Seating benches and removable tables and chairs
 F : Light fixtures
 G : Garden area
 H : Carnegie building

Paso Robles City Park Plaza Concepts
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Example of bench that encircles the tree trunk. Example of outdoor seating and umbrellas. 


