
Book  Club meets 7-8 p.m.                                                                         
Call Karen at 237-3870 for more information! 
B k Cl b t 7 8

September 15: Shelter by Jung Yun 

October 20: Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

November 17: The Last Painting of Sara de Vos by Dominic Smith 

Yun’s novel examines several generations of the Cho family, particularly the relationship 
between Kyung Cho, whose debts and bad decisions are catching up with him, and his 
parents, Jin and Mae, who gave Kyung every possible advantage but never showed him 
kindness. When an act of violence leaves Jin and Mae unable to live on their own, the 
dynamic suddenly changes, and, for the first time in years, the Chos find themselves   
living under the same roof. Tensions quickly mount as Kyung’s proximity to his parents 
forces old feelings of guilt and anger to the surface, along with a terrible and persistent 
question: how can he ever be a good husband, father, and son when he never knew     
affection as a child? As Shelter veers swiftly toward its startling conclusion, Yun leads us 
through dark and violent territory, where, unexpectedly, the Chos discover hope. Shelter 
is a masterfully crafted debut novel that asks what it means to provide for one's family 
and, in answer, delivers a story as riveting as it is profound.  

This non-fiction work offers a powerful new framework for understanding our nation’s 
history and current racial crisis. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to 
live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free 
ourselves from its burden? Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to 
answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and 
readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world through a 
series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from 
the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of 
mothers whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven 
from personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, 
Between the World and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, 
and offers a transcendent vision for a way forward. 

In The Last Painting of Sara de Vos, Dominic Smith deftly bridges the historical and the 
contemporary, tracking a collision course between a rare landscape by a female Dutch 
painter of the golden age, an inheritor of the work in 1950s Manhattan, and a celebrated 
art historian who painted a forgery of it in her youth. In 1631, Sara de Vos is admitted as 
a master painter to the Guild of St. Luke's in Holland, the first woman to be so            
recognized. Three hundred years later, only one work attributed to de Vos is known to 
remain--a haunting winter scene, “At the Edge of a Wood” hangs over the bed of a 
wealthy descendant of the original owner. An Australian grad student, Ellie Shipley, 
struggling to stay afloat in New York, agrees to paint a forgery of the landscape, a      
decision that will haunt her. Because now, half a century later, she's curating an exhibit 
of female Dutch painters, and both versions threaten to arrive. As the three threads      
intersect, The Last Painting of Sara de Vos mesmerizes while it grapples with the       
demands of the artistic life, showing how the deceits of the past can forge the present.  

There is no meeting in December —   enjoy the holidays! 


