
 

U.S. HIGHWAY 101/STATE ROUTE 46 WEST INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION PROJECT v 

Mitigated Negative Declaration 
Pursuant to: Division 13, Public Resources Code 

Project Description 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposes to relieve local and regional circulation 
problems and reduce existing and future congestion by improving the US 101/State Route 46 West interchange 
ramps, and relocating Theatre Drive to a new intersection with State Route 46 West, west of its current location. 
The interchange reconstruction would convert the existing compact diamond interchange signal-controlled ramp 
intersections into roundabouts. Adjacent frontage roads would be either redirected into the new roundabouts or 
relocated away from the interchange. The proposed project does not include any modifications to the US 101 
through lanes. Improvements would be made to all four on- and off-ramps in the interchange to achieve the 
desired geometry and traffic operations. 

Determination 
Caltrans has prepared an Initial Study for this project and, following public review, has determined from this 
study that the project would not have a significant effect on the environment for the following reasons.  

The proposed project would have no effect on mineral resources; land use and planning; population and housing; 
or parks and recreational facilities.  

In addition, the proposed project would have no significant effect on land use and growth; agriculture; cultural 
and paleontological resources; community cohesion; hydrology and floodplains; utilities and service systems; 
relocations; geology/soils/seismic/topography; threatened and endangered species; invasive species; waters of the 
U.S.; hazardous waste materials; air quality; noise; water quality and storm water runoff; traffic and 
transportation; pedestrian and bicycle facilities; or climate change. 

Furthermore, the proposed project would have no significantly adverse effect on aesthetic resources and 
biological resources because the proposed mitigation measures would reduce potential effects to insignificance. 

Impacts on aesthetics would be mitigated by: 

 Implementing a landscape and revegetation plan as part of the preliminary and final project design to address 
affected oak trees and tree and vegetation replanting or removal. 

 Limiting project lighting so it is sufficient for safety and directed to minimize light and glare impacts. 
 Aesthetic treatments to the wall along the south side of State Route 46 West and the retaining wall associated 

with the existing drainage. 

Impacts on biological resources would be mitigated by: 

 Replacement of impacted oak trees at a 10:1 ratio with coordination from Caltrans landscape architecture 
unit. Oak trees would be replanted on the same property the trees are removed from, to the extent practicable.   
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