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Katie Banister

From: Deborah OMeara <>
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:53 AM
To: Planning
Subject: Almond Acres Charter Academy

CAUTION:  EXTERNAL SENDER 

Community Development Department 
Planning Commission 

I want to start out by thanking  you for the opportunity to respond to the Almond Acres proposal. I would like to make it 
clear that I am all for kids and education but with that being said I am very opposed to the possibility of Almond Acres 
Charter Academy being built on Niblick Road.  This road is so dangerous, and I will go out on a limb and say that I am 
sure every employee that works for the city knows just how dangerous Niblick and Creston are, and yet the city is going to 
allow this school to be built. One of the most important reasons I oppose the building of the school on this space is the 
issue of traffic and safety. The school will be bringing so, so many vehicles to a very small area. And the environmental 
impact is larger than all of us.  
The agenda report states under Parking/Circulation 
Almond Acres will adjust classroom hours to avoid any potential conflicts with adjacent high school traffic for both arrival 
and departure 
    This will only cause traffic time to be extended--from the time the high school drop-off starts to the time Almond Acres 
drop-off ends, that could be anywhere from a half-hour to 45 minutes of traffic time. This is not realistic, this will cause 
drivers to speed to make it to work on time.  

The 3-4 special events held per year will include carpooling and bus transportation to minimize any potential impacts. This 
is a program that is currently used at the Almond Acres CS in San Miguel 
    When the word potential is included in a sentences such as in the one above it is being used to soften the blow of 
reality, or to avoid the reality of the future--that most likely there will be more than 4 special events a year (trust me, there 
will be so many more than 3 to 4). And, this may have worked in San Miguel--a very small town but this is Paso Robles, 
people like to use their own car! 

I keep on reading, "Least amount of impact" we all know this school in this spot is going to cause a huge traffic and safety 
issue, an Impact!  

Almond Acres is proposing a staggered schedule, shuttling and 2 buses to create the "Least amount of impact" (there's 
that statement again) Because they are causing an impact they are trying to not cause an impact! 

The school will attempt to provide pick up and drop off areas to least impact the existing traffic patterns in the City. 
     The school will "Attempt" (excuse me, they will attempt, that leaves room for failure or trying but giving up because it is 
too much work and or it costs too much money to continue for the entire life-time of the school)! Look at Paso, just last 
year the school district cut bus routes because of funding, what makes this school so special and rich?  

During school departure and arrival times, staff and volunteers will manage traffic and monitor the entrances, turning 
areas and drop off areas and have relocatable signs to manage traffic movement. 
    This might work for a few months, but after awhile it could be difficult to get staff and volunteers to manage traffic, this is 
a huge undertaking especially for volunteers. This is something I, as a neighboring resident will expect to be managed, 
and be enforced every single school day rain or shine, in hot and frigid weather. This cannot be left undone. 

This space is just too small for 80 parking spaces, and 80 spaces will not accommodate the parking for the staff and 
parents of the entire student body during a special event. Mr. Bourgault, has stated the student population at Almond 
Acres in San Miguel is 350 and he is hoping to have 550 give or take in the near future. How might I ask will 80 spaces 
accommodate that many families? Not in the Rosemary Dr. neighborhood! 

The existing lighting plan was designed per Title 24 and for the safety and security of the students, parents and staff while 
having the least amount of "impact" (there it is again) on adjacent lot lines and properties.  
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    The lighting will be electronically controlled to turn off 1 hour after dark, with exception of 3-4 special events per year or 
in rare event that a staff member is there beyond 1 hour after dark.  
    I'm sorry, in the rare event a staff member is there beyond 1 hour after dark? Teachers are dedicated hard working 
people and it is not rare whatsoever for them to stay at school trying to catch up on work in order to not take it home with 
them. Teachers staying at school until dark happens all the time! During the winter months it gets dark very early so it's 
very usual. Security lighting will need to be on to protect the school and aid the night custodian.  

My husband is an electrician and he chuckled when we read about the 3-sided shields around the towering lights. He said 
"light is light, it will glow down and out no matter how many shields are surrounding the bright beam of light"!  

Landscaping trees will also be utilized to also limit lighting 'IMPACTS' (there it is again) as well as visual 'IMPACTS' (and 
again). The proposed trees will reach a height of 30' in eight years.  
Eight years! We have to endure this light for eight years! 

Please note, I am not opposed to the school, I AM OPPOSED  to the school going in on Niblick Rd. I will bet when Mr. 
Bourgault saw the property he may of had some doubt the school would fit or that it wouldn't be a good spot. But as he 
talked to people he was encouraged to go for it. It may have been like taking your family to see a new house and all the 
kids in the family get excited about what room will be their room. Or, even though the house needs work, everyone talks 
you into buying the house no matter the consequences. But, in this case, the consequences are not affecting just one 
family the consequences will affect entire neighborhoods, and thousands of commuters each and everyday.  

Children + school + Niblick Rd. = dangerous, very bad idea, inconsiderate, not well thought out, selfish, negative 
environmental impact, and did I mention dangerous! 

It might not happen for a while, but parents, staff and the community will complain.  

I care about kids and their safety! 

Deborah  
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