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Possible 1 Percent Sales Tax Measure Proposed
Informational Forums Planned
PASO ROBLES, CA – Like many cities catching up from the Great Recession, the City of Paso
Robles is considering a sales tax measure to address projects, programs, and services that were
delayed or cut over the past 10 years.
Paso Robles is proposing a general revenue measure, which would require a majority of voter
support, as opposed to a special revenue measure, which would require support from twothirds of voters. In order to determine local sentiment on the matter, the City hired an
experienced polling firm to conduct phone and email surveys of residents to determine the
likelihood of voter support for a 1% sales tax measure on the November ballot and what
residents feel should be the top priorities for spending resulting funds.
720 likely Paso Robles voters gave their input through phone and online surveys. 64% of
respondents agreed that the City needs additional funding to meet the expectations of residents
and 59% of respondents said that they would support a 1% measure in November. (The survey
has a 4% margin of error.)
Residents also offered suggestions for funding priorities. 87% of respondents rated road
improvements as the City’s top need. In addition, respondents identified 1). Job
retention/creation efforts (72%), 2). Fire protection (71%), and 3). Disaster/wildfire
preparedness (66%), as the community’s other three top needs.
The polling found that a substantial number of citizens are not aware of current challenges the
City faces. For example, the City’s current pavement management index (PCI) rates Paso’s
streets and roads at a 54 out of 100. Even with the .5% sales tax measure approved by the City’s
voters in 2012, which has generated an average of $5M/year and is in addition to the money the
City is already spending on roads, the PCI index is not improving. In order to get to a more
acceptable rating of 84, the City would have to spend $25M/year for the next 10 years.

Similarly, most residents are not aware that the City has only two fire engines on duty at any
one time, and that in 2017 alone, there were 700 instances where both engines were on calls,
and would have been unavailable if another 9-1-1 call came in.
Not surprisingly, residents feel it is critical for local taxes to be spent in Paso Robles and that the
measure must include a requirement of citizen oversight. That would mean that the language of
any eventual ballot measure would make it clear that the funds could not be diverted by the
State or other bodies and that a citizens’ Tax Oversight Committee would review the budget and
help determine how the funds would be spent.
At its last meeting, the Paso Robles City Council received a report on the survey results and
directed staff to conduct additional outreach throughout the community to solicit feedback
regarding the possibility of placing a sales tax measure on the November ballot.
The City is conducting a public forum and presentations to local service organizations prior to
any City Council action, which is anticipated to take place on July 17th.
Paso Robles residents are encouraged to attend the informational forum scheduled for
Monday, July 16, 6:00PM in the Flamson Middle School Multi-Purpose Room.
If you would like additional information about this effort please contact the City Manager’s
office at 805.237.3888 or info@prcity.com.
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Mighty oaks from little acorns grow. - Old English proverb

