
Paso Robles Fire and Emergency Services 

READY, SET, GO! 

The Paso Robles Fire and Emergency Services Department encourages residents to be 

prepared in the event of a wildfire. Our City is adjacent to natural areas, commonly 

referred to as the Wildland Urban Interface. A home within one mile of a natural area is 

in the Ember Zone. Wind driven embers can attack your home, so you and your home 

should be prepared well before a fire occurs. Ember fires can destroy homes or 

neighborhoods far from the actual flame front of a fire.  Keeping a buffer zone around 

your home by removing weeds, brush and other vegetation helps to keep fire away from 

your home and reduces the risk of flying embers.  



GET READY - CREATE DEFENSIBLE SPACE 

Create defensible space zones around your home.  

ZONE 1: Extends 0-5 feet from your house, garage, and other structures: 

 Clear roofs/gutters of brush or debris, repair or replace damaged shingles or tiles. 

 Install 1/8 inch metal mesh over vents to help keep embers from entering eaves. 

 Move flammable material away from exterior walls—including mulch, flammable 
plants, leaves, firewood piles—anything that can burn.  

ZONE 2: Extends up to 30 feet out 

 Remove all dead plants, grass, and weeds (vegetation). 

 Trim trees regularly to keep branches a minimum of 10 feet from other trees. 

ZONE 3: Extends 100 feet from all structures 

 Cut or mow annual grass to a maximum height of 4 inches.  

 Create horizontal and vertical space between shrubs and trees (see diagram). 

 Remove dead plant and tree material. 

 



GET READY - PREPARE YOUR FAMILY 

 
□ Create a Family Disaster Plan that  

      includes meeting locations and  

      communication plans and practice it 

      regularly. Make sure to include a plan 

      for your animals.  

 

□ Have fire extinguishers on hand and 
      train your family on how to use them.  

 

□  Ensure your family knows where your 
       gas, electric and water main shut-off  
       controls are and how to use them.  

 

□ Plan several different evacuation  
       routes.  
 

□  Designate an emergency meeting  
       location outside the fire hazard area. 

 

□  Assemble an emergency supply kit as 
       recommended by the American Red  
       Cross.  

 

□  Appoint an out-of-area friend or  
       relative as a point of contact so you 
       can communicate with family  
       members who have relocated.  

 

□ Maintain a list of emergency contact 
      numbers posted near your phone and 
      in your emergency supply kit.  

 

□  Keep an extra emergency supply kit in 
       your car in case you can’t get to your  
       home because of fire.  

 

□  Have a portable radio or scanner so  
       you can stay updated on the fire.  

 
 

 
       



GET SET - AS THE FIRE APPROACHES 

 

 
GET SET 
 

□  Alert family and neighbors. 

□ Dress in appropriate clothing (made  
       from natural fibers such as cotton)    
       and work boots or sturdy shoes. 
□ Ensure you have your emergency  
       supply kit on hand. 
 

□ Stay tuned to TV or local radio station          
       for updates.  
□  Remain close to your house, drink 

          plenty of water, and keep your eye 
       on family and pets until you are ready  
       to leave.  
 
 

OUTDOOR CHECKLIST 

□  Gather flammable items from the  

            exterior of the house and bring them   
       inside or place in a pool if applicable. 

□  Turn off propane tanks.  
□ Connect garden hoses to outside taps. 
□  Turn off sprinklers or running water 

         to preserve water pressure.  

□  Leave exterior lights on.  
□  Back your car into the garage; shut  
       doors and roll up windows.  
□  Leave or place ladders outside.  
□  Seal attic and ground vents with pre- 
       cut plywood or commercial seals.  

 

 
INDOOR CHECKLIST 

□ Shut all windows and doors, leaving  
       them unlocked. 
□ Remove flammable window shades and    
      curtains and close metal blinds. 

□  Move furniture to the center of the 
       room away from windows and doors. 

□  Shut off gas at the meter. Turn off pilot 
       lights.  

□ Leave your house lights on so  
      firefighters can see your house under 
      smoky conditions.  

□  Shut off air conditioning 

 

IF YOU ARE TRAPPED: SURVIVAL TIPS 

□  Shelter away from outside walls. 

□ Bring garden hoses inside so embers  
       do not destroy them. 

□  Wear long sleeves and long pants made 
       of natural fibers such as cotton. 

□  Stay hydrated. 

□ Fill sinks and tubs for an emergency  
      water supply. 

□  Place wet towels under doors to keep 
       smoke and embers out. 

□  Ensure you can exit the home if it  
       catches fire. Remember, if it is hot 
       inside the house, it is four to five times 
       hotter outside. 

□  After the fire has passed, check your  
       attic and roof and extinguish any fires,  
       sparks, or embers. 

□   Patrol your property; if there are small   
        fires you can’t extinguish, call 911. 
      



GO - EARLY!! 

By leaving early, you give your family the best 
chance of surviving a wildfire. You also help 
firefighters by keeping roads clear of 
congestion, enabling them to move freely 
and do their job.  
 

WHEN TO LEAVE 
Leave as soon as evacuation is recommended 
by fire officials to avoid being caught in fire, 
smoke, or road congestion. Don’t wait until 
being ordered by authorities to leave. In an 
intense wildfire, they may not have time to 
knock on every door.  If you are advised to 
leave, don’t hesitate!  
 
WHERE TO GO 
Leave to a predetermined location (it should 
be a low risk area, such as a well prepared 
neighbor or relative’s house, a  Red Cross 
shelter or evacuation center, motel, etc.).  
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
Have several travel routes in case a route is 
blocked by the fire or emergency vehicles 
and equipment. Choose an escape route 
away from the fire.  
 

WHAT TO TAKE 
Take your emergency supply kit containing 
your family and pet’s necessary items.  
 

EMERGENCY SUPPLIES________ _____ 
 

The American Red Cross recommends  
every family have an emergency supply kit 
assembled long before a wildfire or other 
emergency occurs. Use the checklist below 
to help assemble yours.  

 

□ Three-day supply of water (one gallon 
      per person per day).   
 

□ Three-day supply of non-perishable  
       food for all family members and pets.  

 

□ First aid kit.  

 

□  Flashlight, battery-powered radio, and  
       extra batteries.  

 

□  An extra set of car keys, credit cards  
      and cash.  

 

□  Sanitation supplies.   
 

□  Extra eyeglasses or contact lenses.   
 

□  Important family documents and  

      contact numbers.  

 

□  Map marked with evacuation routes.  

 

□  Prescriptions or special medications.  

 

□  Family photos or other irreplaceable  
       items.   

 

□  Easily carried valuables.  

 

□  Personal computer information on  
      hard drives and disks/thumb drive.   

 

□  Chargers for cell phones, laptops, etc.   
 
Note: Keep a pair of old shoes and a flash-
light handy in case of a sudden evacuation 
at night.  



My Personal Wildfire Action Plan 

 During High Fire Danger days in your area, monitor your local media for 

 information on brush fires and be ready to implement your plan. Hot, 

 dry and windy conditions create the perfect environment for a wildfire.  

Important Phone Numbers: 

Emergency Contact:  ________________________  Phone:  ______________________ 

Work:    _____________________   ____________________    ____________________  

School:  ____________________    ____________________     ____________________ 

Other:   ____________________    ____________________     ____________________ 

 

Evacuation Routes: _______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
Where to go:  ____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
Location of Emergency Supply Kit: ___________________________________ 

Notes: __________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Paso Robles Fire and Emergency Services 
If you have an emergency, call 911 

Non-emergency number 24/7 805-237-6464 


