
Niblick Road:  Complete Streets Study

City of Paso Robles in partnership with:
 Local Government Commission
 W-Trans with Central Coast Transportation Consulting 

and North Coast Engineering

Funded by a Caltrans Sustainable 
Transportation Planning Grant



 Funded by Caltrans Sustainable 
Transportation Planning Grant

 Niblick Road between Spring Street and 
Fontana Road (2.4 miles)

 Will utilize a public process which engages 
residents, schools, property owners, 
businesses and other stakeholders.

 Plan will address safety, access, and 
mobility for all modes of transportation 
including walking, bicycling, transit and 
motor vehicles.

Project Details



 Thursday, November 7: Review of 
Preliminary Concepts
 City Council Chamber

 Jan-Feb 2020: Draft Plan

 Spring 2020: Final Plan

Schedule



Walk and Design Workshop



Walks, Workshop and Pop up

 Pedestrian and bike safety
 High speeds
 Broken pavement, hard to see road markings
 Sections without sidewalks
 Long waits during school drop off and pick up
 Aesthetics: blank walls, chain fences, bare dirt patches
 Pedestrian paths and crosswalks poorly lit
 Consider all users and abilities when designing 

improvements
 Need for signal timing changes
 Excitement to use improved bike lanes





High School Outreach: Students
 Pedestrian safety
 Crossing signal timing at Bearcat Lane and Rambouillet

too short
 Change high school pickup and drop off circulation
 Add turning lanes at Rambouillet and adjust crosswalk 

locations to improve pedestrian safety
 Remove stop sign within HS parking lot
 Easier access to Ag complex in the north part of campus
 Street lighting on Niblick up to Fontana Road
 Add sidewalks where there are none
 Physical impediments to using sidewalks and bike lanes 

like rain puddles
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Study Area
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Travel Lanes

4-5 Lanes
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Existing Daily Traffic Volumes

18,300 16,300
29,800

9,700
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Hourly Traffic Volumes
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Existing Speeds (Averge-85th Percentile)

43-47 39-42

Speed Limit = 40 
mph

40-43 41-37
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Collision History
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Collision History
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Collision History

50% of All Collisions Attributed to Unsafe Speeds

51% of All Collisions Were Rear-Ends
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Future Growth

 A
 B
 C
 D

Olsen-S Chandler

Beechwood
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Future Growth

 Roadway Segment Capacity

Niblick Road East of Spring Street 29,780 80% 37,311 100%
Niblick Road West of Appaloosa Drive 18,340 49% 30,008 80%
Niblick Road West of Melody Drive 16,280 44% 27,240 73%
Sherwood Road East of Creston Road 9,690 26% 24,534 66%
Source: City of Paso Robles General Plan Circulation Element, 2011; CCTC, 2019.

Roadway Segment Summary

Street ID ADT

2019
Capacity 

Utilization ADT

Buildout (2045)
Capacity 

Utilization
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Circulation Element Description of Capacity Utilization
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Plan Goals

 Increase Safety
 Decrease Speeds
 Maintain Corridor Travel Lanes
 Increase Corridor Efficiency
 Accommodate Bicycle and Pedestrian

Modes
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How to Decrease Speeds ?

 Signage
 Striping
 Enforcement
 Increase Side Friction
 Landscaping/Trees
 Avoid Excess Pavement
 Visual Variety
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Capacity & Speed Relationship

18 mph
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Preliminary Recommendations

 3 Corridor Alternatives
 Short, Medium and Long Term Spot 

Improvements
 City Policy and Programs
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Corridor Alternatives

Enhance Existing Striping

Speed Reduction with Buffered Bike Lanes

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use Path

A

B

C
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Corridor Alternatives

Enhance Existing Striping

 Repave/Restripe
 Maintain Existing Road Geometrics
 High Visibility Markings
 Strategic use of Green Paint in Bike Lanes

A
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Corridor Alternatives

Enhance Existing StripingA
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Corridor Alternatives

Enhance Existing StripingA



30

Corridor Alternatives

Enhance Existing StripingA
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Corridor Alternatives

Enhance Existing StripingA
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Corridor Alternatives

Enhance Existing StripingA
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Buffered Bike Lanes

 Repave/Restripe
 High Visibility Markings
 Adjust Cross Section Layout to Provide 3-foot buffers 

between travel lane and bike lane.
 Include Raised Bike Lane Separators
 Strategic use of Green Paint in Bike Lanes
 “Bike Crossings” at Intersections

B



Speed Reduction with Buffered Bike Lanes
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Corridor Alternatives

B



Speed Reduction with Buffered Bike Lanes
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Corridor Alternatives

B
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Types of Buffer Treatments



Speed Reduction with Buffered Bike Lanes
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Corridor Alternatives

B



Speed Reduction with Buffered Bike Lanes
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Corridor Alternatives

B



Speed Reduction with Buffered Bike Lanes
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Corridor Alternatives

B



Speed Reduction with Buffered Bike Lanes
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Corridor Alternatives

B



Speed Reduction with Buffered Bike Lanes
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Corridor Alternatives

B
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use 
Path

 Repave/Restripe
 High Visibility Markings
 Adjust Cross Section Layout to Provide 10-foot raised 

bicycle-pedestrian path on North Side of the corridor.
 Include Raised Separators in 3-4 ft Buffer Zone
 Strategic use of Green Paint in Bike Lanes
 “Bike Crossings” at Intersections

C
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use PathC
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use PathC
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use PathC
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use PathC
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use PathC
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use PathC
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use PathC
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use PathC
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Corridor Alternatives

Speed Reduction with Raised Multi-Use PathC
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Spot Improvements



Speed Reduction Markings
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Spot Improvements



Radar Feedback Signs
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Spot Improvements



Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB)

 Added to signs at un-
signalized intersections 
or mid-block crosswalks

 Increase driver yielding



Curb 
Extensions

Other advantages
 Better visibility (both ways)
 Traffic calming
 Room for street furniture

 Reduced crossing 
distance and wait 
time for motorists



Protected Bikeway

Temple City, CA

Ripon, CATemple City, CA

Two-way Protected Bikeway



Green bicycle lanes

Sacramento, CA



Slow speed entry 
with yield

Slow speed exit

Truck apron

Splitter island

Crosswalk 1 car length 
back

Lots of deflection for slow 
speeds throughout

Separated sidewalk to 
direct peds to crosswalks

Roundabout Design Characteristics





Bike Accommodation
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Spot Improvements

• Bicycle loop detector improvements
• Install “bike boxes” at Spring/Niblick and Niblick/Woodland
• Seek opportunities for Class IV (Separated) bike lanes



62

Spot Improvements

Short-Term Measures
 Speed Feedback Signs Near Bridge and on Both Sides of High School
 Higher Fence along South Side of Bridge
 Thematic Treatments (Banners/ Artwork/ Signs) on Bridge Walls & 

Median
 Formalize Connection to Salinas River Trail
 Signal Ahead Warning Signs/Flashing Lights for River Road Intersection
 RRFB at Appaloosa Drive
 Remove Wall Fronting Lenco Park
 Improve Street Lighting within Routes to High School
 Pedestrian Phasing Improvements at Bearcat Lane and Rambouillet 

Intersections
 Circulation Plan for High School Pick-up and Drop-off
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Spot Improvements

Medium-Term Measures
 Improvements to Accommodate Bikes at Spring Street Intersection
 Thematic Treatments (Banners/ Artwork/ Signs) on Bridge Walls & Median
 Utilize Bridge Columns for Gateway Treatment
 Capacity & Bike Improvements at River Road Intersection
 Program for Wall Artwork/ Murals Between River Road and High School
 Enhanced Crossing Geometrics at Appaloosa Drive Intersection
 Redesign Southern Leg of Bearcat Lane Intersection
 Pick-up Drop-off Location Behind School
 Pedestrian/ Bicycle Connection Behind School
 Remove West Crosswalk and Geometric Improvements at Rambouillet 

Road Intersection
 Install Sidewalk along South Side of Roadway East of Rambouillet Road
 Traffic Calming on Melody Drive
 Capacity & Bike Improvements at Creston Road Intersection
 Road Diet for Segment East of Creston Road with Gateway Treatment
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Spot Improvements

Long-Term Measures

 Pedestrian Bridge Over Salinas River
 Roundabouts at Shopping Center and River Road Intersections
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Spot Improvements

Policy and Program Suggestions
 Adopt and align city ordinances with recommended 

improvements and public space designations. I.e. allow 
bikes on paved surfaces that pedestrians use, and 
designate those surfaces/paths as mixed-use.

 Create implementation plans for approved speed 
reductions

 Community Development Division coordinate with Parks 
and Recreation, and Community Service to identify and 
develop

 Safety Campaign



The Tremendous Potential

Walkability in Paso Robles: ½ mile, 10 minute walk



The Tremendous Potential

Bicycling in Paso Robles: 1.5 miles, 10 minute ride



 Jan-Feb 2020: Presentation & Draft Plan

 Spring 2020: Final Plan
 https://www.prcity.com/niblickroad

What’s Next?



For More Information

 David Athey
 City of Paso Robles
 dathey@prcity.com
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area




