®
Dear Lodging Investor,
On January 14, 2020, the San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved the lodging
community’s request to renew the San Luis Obispo County Tourism Marketing District (SLOCTMD), after lodging
investors making up 73 percent of TOT revenue petitioned in support of the renewal. The original five-year term
of the TMD was set to expire on June 30, 2020. This approval, which goes into effect on July 1, 2020, increases
the current 1.0% assessment to a 1.5% assessment on short-term lodging stays throughout San Luis Obispo
County (SLO CAL®) and extends the district through June 30, 2030.
The SLOCTMD was one of the first districts in the state to bring all types of lodging properties together under
one umbrella, including hotels and motels, vacation rentals, bed & breakfasts and RV parks. This model has
proven strong and allowed the Visit SLO CAL staff and Board of Directors work to effectively serve all of our
investors and the greater Travel & Tourism industry.
The renewal continues and strengthens the established and unified district with the goal of increasing awareness
of SLO CAL and its offerings, driving visitor demand and implementing the recommendations laid out in the
Destination Management Strategy – Experience SLO CAL 2050.
Our efforts will be even more important in driving the recovery of the lodging and greater Travel & Tourism
industry from the disastrous impact of COVID-19. We continue to make changes to our business and are working
to finalize a strategy for recovery in order to effectively serve all of you.
In conjunction with the renewal of the SLOCTMD, our board will soon be reviewing and approving the
finalization of Strategic Direction 2023, a three-year strategic plan, which will serve as the north star for our
combined success in the years to come.
Please review the attached notice from your community, which provides additional details on the remittance of
the assessment. Many of the communities in the county have opted to delay the payment dates for TOT during
the COVID-19 crisis. Note that your respective TMD payments have not been delayed and should continue to be
remitted to your local jurisdiction office. The funding of this district will allow Visit SLO CAL to launch a strong
recovery strategy that will ultimately bring visitors back to the destination and lift all of our communities up.
If you have any questions regarding payments or the assessment, please contact Brendan Pringle, Director of
Operations, at (805) 541-8000 or Brendan@SLOCAL.com. For details on the TMD Renewal process and to view
our Management District Plan, please visit SLOCAL.com/TMD.
Sincerely,
Chuck Davison
President & CEO, Visit SLO CAL

