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Note to Reader: This Report contains confidential information regarding the location of cultural resources in the
Paso Robles Airport Solar Project
area surrounding the project site. As such, only the cover page and Management Summary page are included for
public review. The full appendix is available for public review by qualified entities at the City of Paso Robles.
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY
The following report describes the results of an archaeological and paleontological assessment conducted by
Material Culture Consulting for the Paso Robles Airport Solar Project, City of Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo County,
California. Material Culture Consulting conducted the present study in compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA, as amended) and
City of Paso Robles environmental guidelines, in order to assess the potential for significant impacts to cultural and
paleontological resources as a result of the project. The investigation of the subject property included cultural and
paleontological records searches, background research, and a pedestrian field survey of the 26-acre project area.
The records searches did not identify any previously known cultural resources or fossil localities within the project
area. The paleontological formation present within the project area is identified as Quaternary alluvium
(Pleistocene), transitioning to the highly sensitive Paso Robles Formation (Miocene through Pleistocene), both of
which are well documented as containing significant fossil remains in the region. The project area is located
adjacent to the Estrella Adobe Church (California Historical Landmark #542), and a previously recorded prehistoric
archaeological site that was not relocated during the course of survey (P-40-000491). The boundary of these two
resources are within 200 feet of the project area. There are several unmarked graves known to exist within the
original boundaries of the cemetery associated with the church, and one known burial that lies outside of the
boundary of the cemetery to the north (and outside of the project area). A creek passes between the cemetery
and the project area, which likely served as a topographic boundary when the church was in use. However, there
is still the potential of encountering unmarked human burials within the project area, particularly within the
northwestern portion of the project site.
The pedestrian survey of the project area was conducted by Tria Belcourt, M.A., RPA, a cross trained archaeologist
and paleontologist, on November 15, 2016. During the course of fieldwork, ground visibility was highly variable
throughout the project area, ranging from excellent (95-100%) to very poor (0-5%). Portions of the property have
been significantly disturbed through use as a tilled and plowed grain field in the recent past, however other
portions of the property do not appear to have disturbed in the modern era. No cultural or paleontological
resources were identified during the survey.
The Estrella Adobe church was evaluated by a qualified Architectural Historian who meets the Secretary of the
Interior professional qualifications in 2020. The result of this assessment found that the church is not eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places. The church was completely rebuilt in the early 1950s, however, this period
does not represent the period of significance for this church, nor does it meet any criteria for inclusion on the
NRHP. In addition, it does not meet significance criteria for inclusion on the CRHR.
Based on the records searches, background research, and survey results, the project area is considered highly
sensitive for paleontological resources, and moderately to highly sensitive for cultural resources. We recommend
creating a cultural and paleontological monitoring plan, in order to ensure that no impacts to potentially significant
resources occur. Cultural and paleontological monitoring are recommended during ground disturbing activities
associated with the project, and will focus on project activities that reveal previously unexposed soil matrix and
sediment (i.e. grading, trenching). Monitoring is not effective or recommended during activities where matrix is
not visually exposed (i.e. pile-driving for installation of solar pylons).
A copy of this report will be permanently filed with the CCIC at University of California, Santa Barbara. All notes,
photographs, correspondence and other materials related to this project are located at Material Culture
Consulting, located in Claremont, California.
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