Bill Pluma
JANUARY 9, 1940 – DECEMBER 21, 2021

Bill Pluma was a volunteer in Paso Robles from 1998-2021.
• He was instrumental in the building of the Food Bank and started the grocery store Food
Barrel Program.
• He was on the Board of Directors for the Toy Bank of the Greater Paso Robles Area for over
24 years, was President for 17 years and Chairman of the Fundraising Committee for the last 7
years.
• He was a member of the Optimist Club and worked with local high school students in the
Junior Optimist Club.
• He started the Main Street Spelling Bee, held in the downtown park.
• He was a docent at the Estrella Warbird Museum.
• He volunteered as AAP Clerk during elections.

• Bill was a volunteer at the Paso Robles Library from 2001-2006.
• He served on the Senior Citizen Advisory Committee from 2007 to 2013.
• He was a volunteer at the Paso Robles Senior Center from 2014 to 2021.
• He was a founding member of the Black Tie Bingo fundraiser for the Senior
Center.
• Bill led elementary school tours at the Paso Robles Police Department.

Bill has been recognized many times over the years for his volunteerism. Some of his biggest honors include:
In 2007, Bill received a Presidential Award from President Bush for volunteering over 4,000 hours in two consecutive years.
In 2013 he was recognized for contributing over 1,000 hours of service to Paso Robles Senior Services.
In 2021 he was honored with the Carol Conway Award, given to individuals who embrace volunteerism on all levels.

“Volunteering opens the door to
learning, camaraderie, and community
service”
- Bill Pluma
.

SLO Food Bank - "We will forever be grateful for Bill's tireless work for the SLO Food Bank. His compassion laid
instrumental groundwork for the food bank and has set us up to grow and thrive since the days that he was actively
involved. Thank you, Bill. You will be remembered fondly."
Jillian Jaeger, Kermit King Elementary – “I'm so sad. He was so wonderful with the kids. He had such enthusiasm for
sharing his insight into the police department with our students. His eyes always lit up and his smile was contagious.
He will truly be missed."
Pete Lucier, Paso Robles Optimist Club – “Bill was a tireless leader of our club for many years. He raised our standards
of volunteerism to a new level when he joined. Because of his involvement in other Paso groups he helped our club to
get involved in many city activities. He led our club as past president and district governor. Bill Pluma had a passion for
helping kids. He was the chairman of the Optimist Spelling Bee. He led our Paso Robles High School Junior Optimists
for many years. This group was one of the best and largest clubs in the state. He was chairman of our scholarship
committee and worked tirelessly organizing our annual oratorical contest. Bill Pluma was a great man and I’m proud to
call him my friend.”
Norma Moye, Main Street Association – “We are going to miss him terribly. He worked on our Honey Festival and its
Spelling Bee, which takes so much work. The kids just loved him. He was an amazing volunteer who loved Paso. He was
a kind, get-it-done kind of person. We loved him, he was an awesome person.”

Sgt. Tod Rehner, Paso Robles Police Department – “For the PD, Bill did great work for us when he was a

volunteer. He was our parking and tow hearing officer for a few years. He had no problem being impartial and
hearing the facts of the case and making an unbiased decision. He would often poke his head into the Sgt. office
and tell me he released a car early and comment, “I am not sure why the cop towed this guy’s car, but I am
giving it back to them!” He was always fair about those hearings. I think my personal favorite is when he
escorted children’s groups around the PD for tours. Whenever he got to the jail portion of the tour, he would
always crouch down to the kid’s level (no matter how small they were) and try to put a little bit of fear in them
about going to jail and tell them they NEVER should do anything to put themselves or their parents in jail. After
that brief 5 second speech, half the kids would not want to go in!”

Lyndia Plescia, City of Paso Robles Recreation - “Bill loved Paso Robles, and he was passionate about

supporting many organizations in our community. He was instrumental in supporting fundraising for and
identifying opportunities to connect people to the senior center. He always sold the most tickets for our popular
Black-Tie Bingo Fundraiser, and he had endless ideas on how the Senior Advisory Committee could promote
senior programs and provide services. I think his greatest gift was connecting people to causes near to his heart
– he was The Great Facilitator of volunteerism in our community.”
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