Council Agenda Report
From:

Darcy Delgado, Associate Planner

Subject:

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 21-28 1240 Spring Street / APN: 009-042-029
Applicant – Grover Beach Enterprises
Consideration of a recommendation from the Planning Commission to approve the
establishment of a basement bar within an existing commercial building by approving a
Conditional Use Permit, and with a determination that Public Convenience or Necessity
(PCN) would be served by the issuance of a Type 48 license by the Department of
Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) (P21-0124).

Date:

June 21, 2022

Facts
1. An application to establish a bar in the basement of an existing building (CUP 21-28) has been filed
by Mohamed Elsayed (Grover Beach Enterprises), owner of the existing commercial building located
at 1240 Spring Street (see Vicinity Map, Attachment 1).
2. The building is located in the TC-1 (Town Center) zoning district and has a Downtown Commercial
(DC) General Plan Land Use designation.
3. Table 5.3-1 of the Uptown/ Town Center Specific Plan requires a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for
bars and cocktail lounges in the TC-1 zone.
4. The bar, named I/O (abbreviation for “Invite Only”) would be located on the basement level of the
existing building at 1240 Spring Street. The proposed use intends to operate seven days a week, from
1:00 PM to 2:00 AM. Additionally, they would on occasion rent the space out for private parties
during any of the seven days in a week within the same hours of 1:00 PM to 2:00 AM (See Applicant’s
Letter, Attachment 2).
5. There is a private parking lot available to patrons, with sufficient parking spaces to meet the minimum
parking requirements.
6. As part of the Conditional Use Permit process, Mr. Elsayed will be applying for a Type 48 license with
the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) to authorize the sale and on-site
consumption of beer, wine, and distilled spirits.
7. It has been determined by ABC staff that there is an “undue concentration” in relation to the number
of alcohol related licenses that currently exist in that area of the City (Census Tract 0101.02). As a
result of the undue concentration, California Code Section 23958.4 requires that “the local governing
body of the area in which the applicant premises are located, or its designated subordinate officer or
body, determines within 90 days of notification of a completed application that public convenience or
necessity would be served by the issuance.”
8. The City was notified by the ABC that it is necessary for the City to make a finding of public
convenience or necessity in relation to the request for a Type 48 license at 1240 Spring Street.
9. Since the City Council is the City’s governing body, the Council has the ability to make a
determination that either the public convenience or necessity would be served by the issuance of a
Type 48 License.
10. This application is Categorically Exempt from environmental review per Section 15301 (existing
facilities) of the State’s Guidelines to Implement the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
11. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on May 25, 2022 to consider the applications and
voted to recommend the City Council approve the conditional use permit and that a public
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convenience would be served by the issuance of a Type 48 license by the California Department of
Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC).
Options
1. Do nothing;
2. Approve Conditional Use Permit 21-28, subject to site specific conditions of approval; and make a
determination that Public Convenience would be served by the issuance of a Type 48 ABC license for
I/O located at 1240 Spring Street;
3. Approve the project with modifications;
4. Deny the CUP and PNC applications based on findings.
Analysis and Conclusions
Project Summary
For the City Council to consider a request to establish a bar within an existing commercial building it must
(1) consider the factors for approving a Conditional Use Permit, per Table 5.3-1 of the Uptown/Town
Center Specific Plan, and (2) consider the factors for finding that a determination that Public Convenience
or Necessity (PCN) would be served by the issuance of a Type 48 license by the Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control (ABC).
The City Council will need to review this CUP request to determine if the proposed use is compatible in
the TC-1 zone. The CUP gives the City Council the ability to require special conditions of approval to
ensure that a particular use is compatible with surrounding uses.
Project Background
The subject location was approved by City Council in 2019 to establish a liquor store (named “Grapes &
Grains”) under a Type 21 ABC license, which authorizes the sale of beer, wine and distilled spirits for
consumption off the premises where sold, and no on-site consumption permitted as part of this license.
The owner of the building is currently working on an interior and exterior remodel to the building to
establish the retail store. The architectural changes to the building’s facades, which were also approved in
2019 (depicted below), were reviewed by the Development Review Committee (DRC) with some of the
final details related to artwork being approved by the DRC in 2021.

Photo 1: Rendering of approved architecture
CUP 21-28 is a new request to establish on-site consumption (a bar) in the basement of the building,
which is subject to being approved by a separate action for a Conditional Use Permit and Public
Convenience or Necessity (PCN) Determination. No new changes to the building’s exterior are being
requested as part of this new request.
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General Plan / Zoning Consistency
The subject site has a land use designation of Downtown Commercial (DC) and is zoned Town Center 1
(TC-1). The DC land use designation is intended to “serve as a center for entertainment, culture, the arts,
civic facilities and events, education, community, regional and visitor-serving retail, and offices.” Further,
the purpose of this designation is to “enhance the economic vibrancy of the downtown” with “uses that
generate a substantial amount of pedestrian traffic, such as retail, restaurants, theatres, wine-tasting, and
services”.
The TC-1 zoning applies generally to the area occupied by Paso Robles’ historic Downtown. The TC-1
zone conditionally allows bars and cocktail lounges, which this use would fall under. Overall, this request
to sell beer, wine, and distilled spirits (under a Type 48 ABC license) is consistent with other uses in the
Downtown core and would seem to be consistent with the City’s economic development goals. A finding
of public convenience by the City Council for the bar use could also seem appropriate and be consistent
with other uses in the Downtown.
Site Design
Floor Plan
The applicant has provided a floor plan of the building showing the existing basement shell plan versus
the proposed basement floor plan (See Exhibit D to Attachment 3, Floor Plan). The intent of the
basement bar is to operate as a “speak easy” where patrons will be escorted in and out of the bar, with
pedestrian access from 13th Street and an exit on the south side of the building adjacent to the parking lot.
Access to the bar is completely separate from the main level liquor store, with no shared common areas
interior to the building.
Parking
The parking requirements for the proposed basement bar is 6 spaces, based on the ratio of needing 1
space per 400 square feet of floor area. The main level retail store will also require its own parking of 19
spaces, for a total of 25 spaces. The private parking lot provides 30 parking spaces, therefore, there is
adequate parking to serve both the bar use as well as the retail store.
Occupancy
In coordination with the applicant and the City of Paso Robles Fire Battalion Chief / Fire Marshal, the
project as proposed limits occupancy to the basement to 29 people (25 patrons and 4 staff). This
occupancy limitation is directly linked to the number of ingress/egress points and has been established to
the satisfaction of the Fire Marshal. The applicant has indicated that this is an acceptable occupancy limit
since the proposed use is geared towards offering a more private and intimate setting. Conditions of
approval have been added to Draft Resolution A to require the owner post the occupancy limits and to
require any future increase to this occupancy to first require an amendment to the CUP, regardless of the
use, so that ingress/egress can be properly reevaluated.
Operations
As part of the applicant’s request, the proposed use will be able to operate seven days a week, from 1:00
PM to 2:00 AM. Additionally, they would like the ability to rent the space out for private parties on any of
the seven days in a week within the same hours of 1:00 PM to 2:00 AM. These hours of operation have
been reviewed by the Police Commander and no changes are proposed by Police at this time.
There are no plans to facilitate live music events, only minimal amplified music to serve as ambiance for
the bar (See Attachment 2, Applicant’s Letter). Since the use is below ground and there are no direct
windows and doors opening to the outside, staff does not have concerns related to noise within the
basement area.

Agenda Item 21

Page No. 408

CC Agenda 06-21-2022 Page 3 of 21

Staff reached out to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control to determine if the proposed
operating hours are appropriate. ABC staff indicated their department does not consider reducing hours
of operation unless the use is within 100-feet of a residence, or if there is a school nearby that objects to
the hours of operation. As shown below, there are five-residential units located southwest of the project
site that are within 100-feet. It is possible that upon review by the ABC, restrictions on the hours of
operation would be required.

13TH STREET

Photo 2: Subject site showing 100-foot radius and five nearby residential uses
Architecture and Appearance
The applicant has indicated there will be no exterior changes to the building, beyond what has already
been approved with Site Plan Review 19-14. A condition of approval has been added to ensure any future
signage be approved by the DRC.
Type 48 ABC License
The owner intends to apply for a Type 48 license with the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage
Control (ABC) to authorize the sale and on-site consumption of beer, wine, and distilled spirits. At this
time, ABC has not received an application, since they request the applicant first receive zoning clearance
prior to applying for the ABC license. Staff has confirmed that the Type 48 license will require the City
Council make a determination of Public Convenience or Necessity (PCN), based on “undue
concentration” in relation to the number of alcohol related licenses that currently exist in that area of the
City (Census Tract 0101.02). The Planning Commission held a public hearing on May 25, 2022 to consider
the applications and voted to recommend the City Council approve both the conditional use permit and a
public convenience determination.
As part of the Development Review process, during the May 9, 2022 DRC meeting, it was discussed that
the City of Paso Robles has a high number of alcohol related licenses within the Downtown. The DRC
requested the Planning Commission be provided additional information on the total number of alcohol
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licenses in the Downtown. Additionally, the DRC made clear that this request would be considered based
on public convenience and not necessity, on the basis that the location of another bar in the Downtown is
not a necessity. Therefore, draft Resolution A and B reflect the Planning Commission’s recommendations
for approval based on the public convenience factor alone, which is permitted by state law if that is the
option the City Council wishes to choose.
According to the ABC licensing department, there are 66 active ABC licenses within the limits of the
Downtown (Census Tract 0101.02). These licenses are made up of winetasting rooms, beer manufacturers,
restaurants, and tavern/bars, among others (See graphics below and Attachment 5, ABC License Types).
ABC License Type
Winery (wine-tasting room)
Still
Public Warehouse
Beer and Wine Wholesaler
Wine Blender
Small Beer Manufacturer
On-sale Beer & Wine – Eating
Place (Restaurant)
On-sale Beer & Wine
(bar/tavern)
Craft Distiller
Wine Sales Event Permit
Limited Off-Sale – Wine
License
Total

Symbol
2
6
14
17
22
23

Count
45
1
4
1
1
3

41

4

42

2

74
81

1
2

85

2
66

CEQA issues
This application is Categorically Exempt from environmental review per Section 15301 (existing facilities)
and 15332 (infill development projects) of the State’s Guidelines to Implement the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Fiscal Impact
There is no direct fiscal impact approving the project as recommended herein. However, expansion of
entertainment uses within the Downtown core is consistent with the City’s economic development goals.
Recommendation
Approve the bar use with the determination that Public Convenience would be served by the issuance of a
Type 48 license by the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) consistent with the surrounding
Downtown uses, and the TC-1 zoning designation by the following actions:
1. Approve Resolution 22-XXX (A), approving Conditional Use Permit 21-28, subject to site
specific conditions of approval; and
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2. Approve Resolution 22-XXX (B), making a determination that Public Convenience would be
served by the issuance of a Type 48 ABC license for the bar located at 1240 Spring Street.
Attachments
1. Vicinity Map
2. Applicant’s Letter
3. Resolution 22-XXX (A)
a. Project Conditions of Approval
b. Project Title Sheet
c. Site Plan
d. Floor Plan
e. Occupancy & Egress Diagram
4. Resolution 22-XXX (B)
5. ABC License Types
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Attachment 1
Vicinity Map

PROJECT
SITE
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Attachment 2
I/O
Business Plan
Executive Summary
I/O, abbreviated from Invite Only, will provide customers an escape within the construct of a
classic cocktail bar. Through an intimate environment, customers will be able to explore the
nuances of various spirits, highlighting their essence as opposed to just what they can be mixed
with. The small, hyper-focused setting will create an environment for enthusiasts as well as
those eager to learn about craft spirits. I/O is intended to be a location where a customer can
enjoy grabbing a drink, share an evening for a meeting, or host a private party. The reservationonly based booking will provide tailored customer experiences. The understated entrance off of
Spring Street will lead guests to a sophisticated subterranean “speakeasy” tucked away from
the bustle of downtown Paso Robles.
Management Team
Jenna Elsayed: Mrs. Elsayed brings fifteen years of bar and restaurant experience. This
experience is spread locally as well as abroad. She also has a passion for interior design.
Amaryllis Baehler: Mrs. Baehler contributes an additional element of knowledge with a unique
experience base that spans the globe. She has been the primary force behind the opening of
ten bars and restaurants around the world.
Allegra Amoroso: Ms. Amoroso supplements the trio with a strong background in hospitality.
Her ten years of hotel management and event planning experience will be a huge benefit to the
team.
In addition to the seasoned management team, I/O plans to employ 10-15 staff members with
roles ranging from restroom attendant, bartender, barback, host/hostess, and cleaning staff.
There will be between 4-5 staff members on shift at any one time.
Goals/Objectives
Our mission is to create a comfortable, relatable, and beautiful atmosphere for locals and
tourists to enjoy. We strive to offer products and services that are priced appropriately for our
target market and provide customers with a variety of brands and products. The atmosphere
and aesthetic aim to create a unique and sophisticated experience that differs from many of
the current restaurant and bar establishments that currently exist in Paso Robles
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Attachment 2
Business Operations
Typical Business Operations will be Monday through Sunday 1pm to 2am, with availability to be
rented for private parties 7 days a week on a scheduling basis. The management team is
planning to secure a Type 48 ABC license which authorizes the sale of beer, wine and distilled
spirits for consumption on the premises where being sold. (The Type 21 liquor license currently
retained by the owner pertains to only the retail space above). There are no plans to facilitate
live music events, there will be only minimally amplified music to serve as ambiance for the
bar/lounge.
This property has sufficient existing parking for the proposed bar and liquor store, and exceeds
the required amount by (5) spaces. No exceptions to the City of Paso Parking Requirements are
being requested. Hours of operation will overlap in mid afternoon with the liquor store at
ground level, but due to the off street parking available, and limited occupancy of the bar do
not anticipate that this will be an issue.
Occupancy
Due to the exclusive nature of the business model, the owner has agreed to limit the
bar/lounge occupancy to a total of 25 patrons and 4 staff members, as suggested by the City of
Paso Staff as part of their discretionary review to solve the egress concerns. This is acceptable
to the business owner due to the target market and experience that they are hoping to
facilitate in this unique establishment.
Marketing Strategy
There are no current plans to market I/O in any specific fashion at this time, other than building
signage. Given the unique parameters of I/O we intend for marketing to occur via word of
mouth.
Timeline
We are targeting an opening by or shortly after December 1st, 2022.
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Attachment 3

RESOLUTION 22-XXX(A)
A RESOLUTION OF
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES
APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 21-28
AT 1240 SPRING STREET
(GROVER BEACH ENTERPRISES – GRAPES & GRAINS)
APN: 009-042-029
WHEREAS, an application to establish a bar in the basement of an existing building (CUP 21-28) has been
filed by Mohamed Elsayed (Grover Beach Enterprises), owner of the existing commercial building located
at 1240 Spring Street; and
WHERAS, the building is located in the TC-1 (Town Center) zoning district and has a Downtown
Commercial (DC) General Plan Land Use designation; and
WHEREAS, Table 5.3-1 of the Uptown/Town Center Specific Plan requires a Conditional Use Permit
(CUP) for bars and cocktail lounges in the TC-1 zone; and
WHEREAS, the bar, named “I/O” (abbreviation for “Invite Only”), would be located on the basement
level of the existing building at 1240 Spring Street. The proposed use intends to operate seven days a
week, from 1:00 PM to 2:00 AM. Additionally, they would on occasion rent the space out for private
parties during any of the seven days in a week within the same hours of 1:00 PM to 2:00 AM; and
WHEREAS, there is a private parking lot available to patrons, with sufficient parking spaces to meet the
minimum parking requirements; and
WHEREAS, as part of the Conditional Use Permit process, Mr. Elsayed will be applying for a Type 48
license with the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) to authorize the sale and onsite consumption of beer, wine, and distilled spirits; and
WHEREAS, as part of the request for a Conditional Use Permit, the City Council of the City of El Paso de
Robles has made a determination that public convenience would be served by the issuance of a Type 48
ABC license for “I/O” at 1240 Spring Street, based on the bar establishment being consistent with similar
establishments in the Downtown; and
WHEREAS, this application for a Conditional Use Permit is Categorically Exempt from environmental
review per Sections 15301 (existing building) and 15332 (infill development projects) of the State’s
Guidelines to Implement CEQA; and
WHEREAS, on May 25, 2022, the Planning Commission recommended approval of Conditional Use
Permit 21-28, subject to ABC licensing requirements; and
WHEREAS, a duly noticed public hearing was conducted by the City Council on June 21, 2022, to consider
the facts as presented in the staff report prepared for this project, and to accept public testimony regarding
this conditional use permit request; and
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Attachment 3
WHEREAS, based upon the facts and analysis presented in the staff report and public testimony received
and subject to the conditions of approval listed below, the City Council finds that the establishment,
maintenance and operation for the requested use would be consistent with the General Plan and not be
detrimental to the health, safety, morals, comfort, convenience and general welfare of the persons residing
or working in the neighborhood of such proposed use, or be injurious or detrimental to property and
improvements in the neighborhood or to the general welfare of the City.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does
hereby make the following findings and does declare:
Section 1. All of the above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference.
Section 2. Findings: based upon the facts and analysis presented in the staff report, public testimony
received and subject to the conditions listed below, the City Council makes the following findings:
1. The proposed use is consistent with the General Plan and Uptown/Town Center Specific Plan,
since the Downtown is intended to have entertainment and retail type uses and bars are
conditionally allowed by the explicit terms of the Specific Plan; and
2. The establishment, maintenance, and subsequent operation of the use will not, because of the
circumstances and conditions applied in the particular case, be detrimental to the health, safety or
welfare of the general public or persons residing or working in the neighborhood of the use, because
the site is already used for commercial purposes and a number of surrounding Downtown land
uses include a bar or similar entertainment use type; and
3. The establishment, maintenance, and subsequent operation of the use will not be detrimental or
injurious to property or improvements in the vicinity of the use, based on there being conditions
related to the bars hours of operation, restriction on no amplified music, and limitation on
occupancy; and
4. The establishment, maintenance, and subsequent operation of the use will not be detrimental to
the City’s efforts to revitalize the downtown area, because the anticipated use will drive additional
customers to the downtown region and will result in more interests in the surrounding businesses
as well as the new basement bar use; and
5. The proposed use will be compatible with the goals, policies, and intent of the Zoning Ordinance,
will be essential or desirable to the public convenience or welfare, and will not be inconsistent with
the character of the immediate neighborhood or contrary to its orderly development, since the
Downtown core has several similar visitor-serving uses such as wine-tasting and restaurant
establishments; and
6. The proposed use or project will not generate a volume of traffic beyond the safe capacity of all
roads providing access to the project, either existing or to be improved in conjunction with the
project, or beyond the normal traffic volume of the surrounding neighborhood, since this use is
within the Downtown core which can be accessed via alternative modes of transportation.
Section 3. Public Convenience or Necessity Findings: based upon the facts and analysis presented in
the staff report, public testimony received the City Council does hereby find:
1. The sale of alcohol in conjunction on the property is not expected to have negative impact to
surrounding properties nor the general neighborhood.
2. The proposed use at the particular location is desirable to provide a service or facility which will
contribute to the general convenience or welfare of the neighborhood or community because the
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Attachment 3
bar service that is sought and enjoyed by a large segment of the community. The bar is also
compatible with the existing, surrounding and planned land uses within the vicinity.
3. The characteristics of the project are not unreasonable or incompatible with the types of uses in
the surrounding area, such as other restaurant, bar and commercial uses. Any potential health and
safety impacts have been addressed by requiring the applicant to comply with local and state
regulations relating to serving alcohol.
4. Adherence with the recommended Conditions of Approval, included herein, will ensure that the
proposed Project will avoid health and safety risks to persons and/or property in the Project
vicinity.
Section 4. Environmental Determination: This project qualifies for as categorically exempt from
environmental review per Sections 15301 (existing building) and 15332 (infill development projects) of the
California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines.
Section 5.

Approval: Conditional Use Permit 21-28 is hereby approved subject to the following:

1. This Conditional Use Permit (CUP) authorizes the establishment of a bar within an existing commercial
building with the determination that Public Convenience (PC) would be served by the issuance of a
Type 48 license by the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC), as shown on Exhibit D
(Floor Plan).
2. The project shall be constructed so as to substantially conform with the following listed exhibits
established by this resolution:
EXHIBIT
A
B
C
D
E

DESCRIPTION
Project Conditions
Project Title Sheet
Site Plan
Floor Plan
Occupancy & Egress Diagram

APPROVED this 21st day of June 2022 by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

___
Steven W. Martin, Mayor

ATTEST:
Melissa Boyer, City Clerk
Exhibit A – Project Conditions of Approval
Exhibit B - Project Title Sheet
Exhibit C - Site Plan
Exhibit D - Floor Plan
Exhibit E - Occupancy & Egress Diagram
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Exhibit A
Exhibit A
Conditions of Approval – CUP 21-28
Planning Division Conditions:
1. This Conditional Use Permit (CUP) authorizes the establishment of a bar within an existing
commercial building with the determination that Public Convenience (PC) would be served by the
issuance of a Type 48 license by the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC).
2. This CUP limits alcohol sales and consumption to beer ,wine, and distilled spirits. Any changes to the
ABC license type shall require amendment to this conditional use permit.
3. The hours of operation will be from 1:00 PM to 2:00 AM, seven days a week. Additionally, the space
can be rented out to private parties during any of the seven days in a week within the same hours of
1:00 PM to 2:00 AM.
4. Amplified music is prohibited with this CUP.
5. Prior to the installation of any identification signage on the building, a sign permit shall be approved by the
Development Review Committee (DRC).
6. The occupancy shall be limited to 29-persons (25 patrons and 4 staff) at all times.
7. The occupancy limit shall be posted in a conspicuous place, to the satisfaction of the Fire Department.
8. The applicant shall submit tenant improvement plans prepared by a registered design professional. Tenant
improvement plans shall reflect an occupancy limitation of 29-persons.
9. Exhibit D, Floor Plan shall be updated as part of the tenant improvement plans to accurately reflect
seating for up to 25-patrons, consistent with Exhibit E, Occupancy and Egress.
10. Future tenant improvements to this space that result in an increase in occupancy, regardless of the use, shall
first require an amendment to this Conditional Use Permit to ensure ingress/egress is to the satisfaction of
the Building Official and Fire Marshal.
11. All future uses proposed in the basement at 1240 Spring Street need to have improvement plans designed
by an Architect and reviewed by City staff to determine if an amendment to the use permit is necessary.
12. Any condition imposed by the City Council in granting this Conditional Use Permit may be modified or
eliminated, or new conditions may be added, provided that the Planning Commission shall first conduct a
public hearing. No such modification shall be made unless the Commission finds that such modification
is necessary to protect the public interest and/or neighboring properties, or, in the case of deletion of an
existing condition, that such action is necessary to permit reasonable operation and use under the
Conditional Use Permit.

Agenda Item 21

Page No. 418

CC Agenda 06-21-2022 Page 13 of 21

Exhibit A
Engineering Division Conditions:
13. The applicant shall install a new drive approach on the Spring Street entrance and repair any offset, broken,
or out of compliance sidewalk to the City Engineer’s satisfaction prior to final of the building permit.
14. The applicant shall repair the out of compliance sidewalk on 13th Street, install streetlights and trees to the
City Engineer’s satisfaction prior to final of the building permit.
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Attachment 4
RESOLUTION 22-XXX(B)
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES
DETERMINUNG THAT PUBLIC CONVENIENCE WOULD BE SERVED WITH THE
ISSUANCE OF A TYPE 48 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL LICENSE
AT 1240 SPRING STREET
(GROVER BEACH ENTERPRISES – GRAPES & GRAINS)
APN: 009-042-029
WHEREAS, an application to establish a bar in the basement of an existing commercial building at
1240 Spring Street (CUP 21-28) has been filed by Mohamed Elsayed (Grover Beach Enterprises), owner
of the existing building; and
WHEREAS, concurrent with the CUP request, the owner will be applying for a Type 48 license with the
California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) to authorize the sale of beer, wine, and
distilled spirits for on-site consumption at 1240 Spring Street; and
WHEREAS, it has been determined by ABC staff that there is an “undue concentration” in relation to the
number of alcohol related licenses that currently exist in that area of the City (Census Tract 0101.02); and
WHEREAS, as a result of the undue concentration, California Code Section 23958.4 requires that “the
local governing body of the area in which the applicant premises are located, or its designated subordinate
officer or body, determines within 90 days of notification of a completed application that public
convenience or necessity would be served by the issuance”; and
WHEREAS, the City Council is the City’s governing body and has the ability to make a determination of
Public Convenience; and
WHEREAS, this request for a recommendation on a finding of public convenience or necessity is
Categorically Exempt from environmental review per Sections 15301 (existing building) and 15332 (infill
development projects) of the State’s Guidelines to Implement CEQA.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES DOES
HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. All of the above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference.
Section 2. Finding of Public Convenience: The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles hereby
determines that Public Convenience would be served by the issuance of a Type 48 ABC license for “I/O”
at 1240 Spring Street, based on the following:
A. Use of the basement of the existing establishment as a bar is consistent with similar establishments
in the Downtown area.
B. The proposed use is not detrimental to the character of development in the immediate
neighborhood, and is in harmony with the overall objectives of the Uptown/Town Center Specific
Plan, because the site is already used for commercial purposes, and establishing the basement as a
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Attachment 4
bar will drive additional visitors to the downtown area. Once visitors are downtown, they are more
likely to frequent other businesses in the area as well.
C. The economic benefit of the proposed use outweighs any negative impacts to the community as a
whole, because there are already a number of bar/restaurant uses in the downtown region, and
there are not significant public safety concerns or an overabundance of demand for police services
in the area at present.
APPROVED thig 21st day of June of 2022 by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Steven W. Martin, Mayor

ATTEST:

Melissa Boyer, City Clerk
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